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PETE YEE 


LITERARY GIANT Margaret Atwood answers students’ questions as posed by SU President Janelle Morin on Wednesday. 


Atwood talks writing, 


arts funding, activism 


KIRSTEN GORUK 


Denuty News Editor 


Margaret Atwood began her writing 
career over 50 years ago, at a time when 
she was required to hold another job 
to stay afloat. Today, she’s a best-selling 
author of over 35 novels, remains one 
of Canada’s most celebrated writers, 
and without any formal employment, 
she’s very much at her own leisure. 

In conjunction with her delivery 
of the third annual Hurtig Lecture on 
the Future of Canada at the Winspear 
Centre, Atwood’s visit to the University 
of Alberta's campus yesterday was an 
additional appearance negotiated by 
the Collective Body for Arts Students 
(CBAS). 

With Students’ 
Janelle Morin presenting a collection 


Union President 
of questions gathered from Faculty of 
Arts students, Atwood quickly delved 
into how her career in writing began. 

“In my early years as an evolving 
writer, I had another job [...] I was a uni- 
versity student and we didn’t have any 
creative writing classes at that time, so 
you did it in your spare time,” she said. 

Often writing at night, at times into 
the wee hours of the morning, she 
remembers just how difficult it was to 
have an interest in the arts. 

“From the time I began as a serious 
writer, which was at the age of 16—I 
must have been out of my mind— 
there was no perceived literary cul- 
ture,” she explained. 

Eventually, Atwood was able to 
break out of her midnight patterns 
and successfully make a name for 
herself as a Canadian novelist. But her 
career wasn't without its challenges; as 


she explained, the title of “Canadian” 
often caused some conflicts. 

“On the one hand youre told you 
have no identity and on the other hand 
youre told that you're too Canadian. 
What is wrong with that picture?” 
Atwood asked of her first attempts to 
be published in Canada. 

However, when thinking about her 
own career struggles, Atwood is ada- 
mant that her accomplishments speak 
more of her character rather than any 
activist tendencies. 

“I don’t think of myself as an activist 
much at all. I think of myself as some- 
body who's interested in fairness,” 
she said, reflecting on the fact that 
her struggles to become a published 
Canadian author revealed a skewed 
system. 

Despite her own self-portrait, much 


of Canada and the world view Atwood 
as a distinct activist for feminism and 


environmental issues, and her opinion 
ona number of subjects, such as global 
warming, managed to slip through 
during the Q&A. 

“By the time [this planet] starts 
cooking, I’m going to be dead, but 
youre not. So if you don’t want to be 
on that cooking planet, you should | 
start thinking about it now,” she cau- | 
tioned with a smile. 

And aside from her environmental | 
views, Atwood doesn’t shy away from 
speaking her mind about the current 
state of Canada or its treatment of art- 
ists. As the impending federal elec- 
tion sheds some light on where each 
candidate's platform stands on support 
for the arts, Atwood is grateful for her 
ability to raise her voice on the issue. 
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On 28 January, 2009, the University of 
Alberta will see a new addition to its 
growing list of satellite campuses and 
workplaces with the grand opening of 
its Calgary office. 

The concept, though exciting, is 
not new. The University of Calgary 
already has a similar office in 
Edmonton, and the new facility will 
be replacing the University’s outdated 
Southern Alberta Liaison Office, 
which had been operating since 
1996. However, the office’s capacity 
was beginning to strain under the 
increasing pressure of providing ser- 
vices to students in Calgary. 

“For eleven years, we've been in 
Calgary, and doing lots of business, but 
With no visibility, so not getting the 
benefits for having invested the time 


and energy here. So about 18 months 
ago, the University found out that the 
office on the main floor of the build- 
ing we were in was available for lease,” 
said Andrea Marsh, Director of External 
Relations for the Calgary office. 

Since the U of A took the lease, the 
facility has been converted into a multi- 
use space with a state-of-the-art smart 
classroom that seats around 75 students, 
meeting rooms and a number of profes- 
sional offices to accommodate staff. 

Traditionally, the role of the Southern 
Alberta Liaison office has been to pro- 
vide services to engineering students 
in Calgary on co-op programs, and to 
give graduates from the U of A’s School 
of Business living in Calgary the ability 
to obtain post-grad certifications and 
fundraise by renting facilities. 

Additionally, the office has been 
tasked to provide upgrading oppor- 
tunities to occupational therapists and 


speech pathologists in Calgary, as the 
U of C has no similar rehabilitative 
medicine program. 


“ee > 
For eleven years, we've 


been in Calgary, and 
doing lots of business, 


but with no visibility, so 
not getting the benefits 
for having invested the 
time and energy here.” 


ANDREA MARSH 
DIRECTOR OF EXTERNAL RELATIONS, 
CALGARY OFFICE 


The new facility will fulfill many 
of the same roles, but the addition 
of a classroom and a visible pres- 
ence in Calgary are, according to 


Renovated U of A Calgary office to open doors in January 2009 | 


Marsh, invaluable. 

“In the past, the U of A has had to 
run things like post-graduate certifica- 
tion for physio-therapists ad hoc and 
out of rented spaces, but now we'll be 
able to do those out of our building 
downtown,” she said. 

“Another benefit is that all of the 
programs we had in the past will be 
building and growing to try and serve 
the needs of our staff and students. As 
an example, my team of three were 
working out of one office before. That's 
part of the reason for the move, is that if 
were going to be able to grow and serve 
our clientele down here, we're going to 
need more space,” Marsh said. 

Although the office has yet to be 
completed—it still lacks signage, 
wall murals, and the U of A’s sig- 
nature green and gold paint job— 
Marsh anticipates that by November, 
it will be fully decorated and nearing 


readiness for its January due date. | 

In fact, she predicts that one of the | 
biggest challenges in opening the 
office won't have anything to do with 
construction, but will be educating 
people about the facility, which will be 
a boon to University staff on trips from 
Edmonton as well as the estimated 
20 000 alumni living in Calgary. 

“Our biggest concern leading up to 
the launch is letting our U of A staff 
friends know we're here. With 10 000 
staff on the U of A campus, very few 
of them know that we actually have a 
presence in Calgary,” Marsh stated. 

“We have a spot for staff to come 


down and work. If they, for example, 
had to come down on behalf of the 
U of A to do some work in Calgary, 
we want them to know that they can 
come pop in to our office. We want to 
make sure people on the main campus 
know were here.” 
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COUNCL 
FORUM 


Written by Jennifer Huygen 


Students’ Council meets every second 
Tuesday in the Council Chambers in 
University Hall at 6pm. Council meet- 
ings are open to all students. The next 
meeting will be held on Tuesday, 14 
October. 

If you haven't already heard, delicious 
food has become a regular occurrence 
at Council. In a word: rad. So if you're 
at all interested in student politics, 
swing by, fill your belly, and get your 
democracy on. 


QUESTION PERIOD 

A question on the progress of the 
Cameron Library renovations was 
directed to John Braga, Vice President 
(Academic). While renovations were 
supposed to be completed by mid- 
October according to the last update, 
Braga now estimates that it's not unre- 
alistic to expect that work will be com- 
plete come next September. 

In response to several recent appoint- 
ments to the General Faculties Council 
(GFC) after the election, Braga was later 
asked to detail his selection process. 
He told Council that he contacted fac- 
ulty associations and the SU to put for- 
ward names of willing candidates. From 
there, he spoke with these individuals 


about the commitments required, and 
explained that once they were able to 
convince him that they were dedicated 
to the position, they were selected for 
appointment. 

Kristen Flath, Vice President (Student 
Life), was asked about plans for the 
upcoming Eco-week. She pointed to 
presentations, documentary films 
being shown, and the Revolutionary 
Speaker's Series featuring Garbage: The 
Revolution! on 7 October. 

Vice President (Operations and 
Finance) Steven Dollansky was ques- 
tioned about inconsistencies regarding 
UExpress and Taco Time not accepting 
residence meal cards. He explained that 
he has been in contact with residence 
staff, students, and businesses to work 
towards harmonizing the use of the resi- 
dence plan with the Onecard, which is 
currently accepted. 

Chief Electoral Officer Patrick Wisheu 
was challenged about advertising efforts 
for the Council by-elections last week. 
He noted that advertising had been 
done online since late August, includ- 
ing emails sent out over listservs and 
Gateway advertisements. Wisheu also 
cited a lack of individual campaigning 
for the by-elections. 


HEALTHY OPT-OUT 

President Morin and Vice President 
Eastham also moved that Students’ 
Council direct the Executive Committee 
to enter into negotiations for the provi- 
sion of a general student health plan, 


—on the fact that the Gateway editors kept their he d 
during blind voting for Grant Allocation Cor 


with a deadline to report back to Council 
no later than 13 January, 2009. As Vice 
President Flath explained, a committee 
has recently investigated the feasibility 
of implementing a health and dental plan 
on campus, and the next step would be 
to begin negotiations with several differ- 
ent providers in order to select the best 
option. 

Flath outlined the deadlines that 
the project is expected to go through, 
including a report to Council in January, 
a referendum on the question in March, 
and full implementation in the 2009/10 
academic year, depending on ratifica- 
tion by students. 

The main motion passed, unamended 
despite an attempt to see the word 
“dental” actually included. 


1 HEART MATH 

Governor Janz moved that Students’ 
Council approve Bill 4 in first reading, 
which would see Council implement 
attendance requirements _ effective 
1 May, 2009. 

The bill was split into two on a motion 
introduced by Vice President Braga, thus 
isolating into Bill 5 the requirement for a 
by-election to be called in September, 
October, or January if the total voting 
membership of Council drops below 23. 

The number 23 was an amendment 
from the original suggestion of 20 and 
another proposed amendment from 
Vice President Dollansky to set the 
number at 25. After councillors had their 
numbers straight, they determined that 


BRITTNEY PEDERSON 


Councit Speak 


Ker 


up 
fag 


the number 23 proportionately reflecteg 
the previous membership requiremen 
before the number of Council seats Was 
reduced last year. 

Bill 5 was passed in first reading 


DEMOCRACY DEBATE 

Council reverted back to discussions 
on the condensed Bill 4, which would 
have a councillor removed from Counc) 
immediately following two unexcused 
absences. 

Discussion was heated over com- 
mitments in the summer months 
when most councillors from outside 
Edmonton are unable to attend the pro- 
ceedings and have trouble finding proxy 
members. Science councillor lan Clarke 
successfully moved that the motion be 
restricted to unexcused absences in the 
fall or winter session. 

Councillors also expressed concern 
over the representative from Augustana 
Vice President Dollansky introduced an 
amendment to exempt the Augustana 
Councillor, but after deeming that being 
from Augustana itself can sometimes 
be a reasonable excuse, the amendment 
failed. 

While those in attendance agreed 
that a recall mechanism was necessary 
to hold councillors accountable, they 
disagreed over how this should be done 
The need to create a more succinct job 
description with a recall mechanism 
built in was eventually agreed upon by 
councillors, and Bill 4 was tabled in its 
amended form until the next meeting 


Compiled and photographed by 
Caroline Lee and Steven Sych 


Ivan Chan 
Engineering V 


Four hours? | wasted four years of life in 
engineering. 


As you may be aware, Students’ Council lasted an unusually long four hours on Tuesday night. 


When's the last time you lost four hours of your life that you'll 


never get back? 


Matt Townlay 
|) Business V 


Sitting through accounting. Classes were 
boring. 


ii, 


Kinesiology II 


Last year in English class, we had to 
watch Twelve Monkeys. It was agonizing 
because we had to watch certain scenes 
over and over again. It had awful back- 
ground music. It was terrible. 


Nele Van Aerde 


Chris Greenough 
Business III 


The last time | watched TV, especially 
when | watched the debate of the presi- 
dential candidates. 
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NEWS 


Research uncovers oldest ice 
ever found in North America 


MATTHEW SCHOETTLE 


Writer 


University of Alberta researchers have 
landed themselves in the center of the 
debate on global warming, but instead 
of melting icecaps, this time their 
findings have revealed 740 000-year- 
old permafrost. 

Published on 19 September in the 
journal, Science, the permafrost was 
discovered south of Dawson City in 
the central Yukon and is the oldest ice 
ever found in North America. 

Because atmospheric carbon levels 
and global warming are positively 
correlated, permafrost is an impor- 
tant component to global warming 
models, due to the large amounts of 
carbon that will be released if the ice 
melts. The recently discovered ice has 
caused a stir because its age and loca- 
tion do not directly subscribe to these 
models. 

“The models tend to over-predict 
the instability of permafrost; they tend 
to predict the very rapid thawing of 
permafrost [in the Yukon],” explained 
Dr Duane Froese, author of the study 
and assistant professor in the depart- 
ment of Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences. 

Permafrost in the Yukon is thought 
to be unstable because of previous 
high 
global temperatures—which occurred 
10 000 and 400 000 years ago. All 
e during these periods is said to have 


‘interglaciations’—abnormally 


melted. Froese’s study argues for more 
balanced climate models because the 
recently found permafrost predates 
these predictions. 

“Our research is simply putting 
limits on these models,” he observed. 

As Froese explained, this isn’t to say 
that current global warming models 
are incorrect, but that part of the chal- 
lenge in creating these models was the 
previously missing data on permafrost 
age 

“If youre using a radiocarbon tim- 
escale within the last 50 000 years it’s 
usually not too difficult to date. Once 
you get beyond the timescale, how- 
ever, the dating aspect becomes quite 
challenging.” 

In the study, Froese and his team 
were able to date volcanic ash lying 
directly on top of the permafrost—a 
fortuity that provides valuable infor- 
mation to global warming models. 


_ 


te, 


JUSTINE MILTON 


ICE TO SEE YOU Dr Duane Froese of the department of Earth and Atmospheric 
Sciences explained the implications of finding 740 O00-year-old permafrost. 


“Tt means that the ice below the vol- 
canic ash is older than the ash itself; 
this allowed us to get a relative age of 
the ice,” he noted. 

According to Alberto Reyes, co- 
author of the study and PhD student, 
the findings act as a key link to the his- 
torical implications uncovered by the 
permafrost. 

“Our study is the one missing piece 
of the puzzle: This is the first study 
that has really addressed what hap- 
pened to permafrost during older 
interglaciations.” 

Permafrost can be distinguished both 
as shallow (<2m) and deep (>2m). In 
the McKenzie Delta or Siberia, perma- 
frost can span as far as one kilometre 
below ground level. A study published 
in Science in 2006 posits that approxi- 
mately half of available carbon is stored 
within 20m of the surface. 


Carbon to depth ratios and Froese’s 
study are being used as ammunition 
by the media and skeptics of global 
warming. Skeptics claim that the 
study highlights the post-hoc nature 
of climate models correlating inter- 
glaciations with melting, because the 
discovered ice proves current models’ 
predictions about deep and shallow 
permafrost conclusion 
Reyes advises against. 

“Global warming is incontestable. 
It’s been interesting to be involved 
in a high-profile assignment like 
this to see media. reaction and how 
easily things get distorted. For one, 
our study only addresses the issue 
of deeper permafrost, not [the more 
temperature susceptible] shallow 
permafrost. And we don’t yet know 
how regionally representative our 
findings are.” 


wrong—a 


BRENNAN MURPHY 


WE DIDN'T START THE FIRE Emergency vehicles gather outside ETLC Wednesday evening in response to a fire alarm 
going off in the complex. Students have been experiencing a high number of fire drills on campus over the past few weeks. 
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DEWeCY’S 


Monday - Friday, 8am —- 8pm 


THURSDAY 


BIG ROCK 


$4.00 PER PINT AND 
$12.75 PER JUG 


MONDAY & FRIDAY 


Rick's Red $4.25/Pint & $12.75/Jug 


TUESDAY 


Keith's $4.25/Pint & $12.75/Jug 


WEDNESDAY 


Sleeman $4.25/Pint & $12.75/Jug 


COME INTO RATT ON MONDAY, 


OCTOBER 6TH FOR: 
“SEXDRIVE” Movie Passes. 


WE'RE GIVING AWAY 30 PASSES FOR YOU & A GUEST. | 
| 


TUESDAY 


Name That Tune 


Sing your heart Test your music knowledge 
of old tunes and newto your favourite songs 


Karaoke 


with your 
hosts Colin & Ed 


CAMP OUT IN QUAD 


& then come up to RATT for a snack and a $4.00 
pint of Canadian or Kokanee or a $3.75 highball. 


FRIDAY 


Enjoy Big Rock beer all day and all night : 
for $4.25 a pint 


RATT 


1lam until late 


HOURS: Monday - Saturday. 
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Annual General Meeting and By-Election 


October 7, 2008 
5:30 to 7:50pm 
Alumni Room, SUB 


Join APIRG staff, board and 
volunteer members as they 


¢ Present last year’s audited 
finanical statements 


¢ Present the 2007-2008 
Annual Report 


*Conduct a board member 
by-election 


¢ Hear from last year’s 
funding recipients about 
their projects, events and 
activities. 


The Alberta Public Interest 


Research Group (APIRG) 


is a student-run, student-funded, 
non-profit organization dedicated to 
research, education, advocacy, and 


action in the public interest. 
APIRG exists to provide students 


with resources to be active citizens. 


APIRG 


9111 HUB Mali « 492-0614 - apirg@ualberta.ca 
www.apirg.org for more information 


STUDENTS: UNION 
LECTION 


BY- 
RESU 


LTS 


THE STUDENTS’ UNION WOULD LIKE TO CONGRATULATE 
THE FOLLOWING INDIVIDUALS WHO WERE ELECTED IN 


THE SEPTEMBER BY-ELECTION: 


SU COUNCILLORS: 
BUSINESS 


Jaimin Chin 
ARTS 


Colten Yamagishi 
Matt Troden 

Siahra Skelton-Moen 
Thomas Haennel 


EDUCATION 
Rachel Dunn 
Mark Prokopiuk 


PHARMACY 

Stephanie Saik 
Councillor-in-waiting: 
Verity Scott 


NURSING 


Jenna Pylypow 
Councillor-in-waiting: 
Harmeet S. Minhas 


SCIENCE 
Kevin Tok 
Sean Wallace 


GFC COUNCILLORS: 


ALES 
Debra Murphy 


ARTS 


Colten Yamagashi 
Matt Trodden 

Siahra Skelton-Moen 
Thomas Haennel 


NURSING 


Nichole Aichinger 
Betty Ng 


MEDICINE & DENTISTRY 


Daisy Hartmann 
Bayan Hussein 


SCIENCE 
Andy Cheema 
Kevin Tok 


ENGINEERING 
Tan Bushfield 
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Streetlight attracts U of A students eager 
to change lives of impoverished children 


CAROLINE LEE 
News Staff 


While most students spent their 
summer working, studying, or simply 
relaxing, a group of seven volunteers 
from the University of Alberta joined 
hands with international organization 
Streetlight to make a difference in the 
lives of impoverished children. 

Based in Tacloban, Philippines, 
Streetlight was founded in 2004 by 
Erland Johnannesen, whose travels 
with his missionary father took him to 
Southeast Asia. The organization pro- 
vides street children with an alternative 
to the orphanages that Johnannesen 
had visited in his journeys. Classifying 
these centres as orphanage factories, he 
worked hard to provide orphaned chil- 
dren with a safe and community-like 
home. 

“There are 14 boys living there right 
now, and they're like a huge family. 
They have ten support staff working 
there at all times. They have house 
moms and house fathers. You can 
tell they really care about the kids,” 
explained Kurtis Haynes, a volunteer 
and Master’s student in marine biology 
at the U of A. 

Emphasizing the value of family, 
Johannesen has expanded his services 
to help children from underprivi- 
leged families. Through Tacloban’s 
Study and Development Centre, fully 
funded by Canadians, approximately 
50 students are provided with warm 
meals, transportation to their schools, 
and tutoring services. 

The U of A connection was cre- 
ated much in part by the work of 
Kieran Ryan, a recent Bachelor of 
Commerce graduate in Business Law 
and Economics. First affiliated with the 
organization in 2006, Ryan recruited 
four out of the seven volunteers that 
participated in a month-long trip in 
August, 2008. 

With the help of their friends, the 
volunteer team prepared for their trip 
by using various fundraising tech- 
niques, eventually making enough to 
purchase nine laptops for the Study 
and Development Centre. By doing so, 
they allowed children the opportunity 
to develop essential computer skills 
that would allow them to secure jobs 
in the future. 

“The children saw the computers, 
but didn’t think it was something that 
was in their reach. So, the fact that we 
left nine laptops for them to work on 
and learn on was important,” explained 
Brock Paterson, a participant now in his 


first year of nursing. 

While it was difficult to predict what 
to expect, the U of A team noted that 
they could only feel excitement as they 
arrived in Tacloban. In an area secluded 
from tourists, the locals welcomed the 
visitors—known as the Westerners— 
with interest and speculation. When 
learning of their association with 
Streetlight, Haynes explained that com- 
munity members began to express 
greater displays of respect. 

Despite the warm reception, the 
volunteers described their shock at the 
conditions in which the students of the 
Study and Development Centre lived. 
Through their daily night walks, they 
encountered the Seawall, a community 
of make-shift shacks, as they distrib- 
uted food to the young and elderly. 

“The first week was really fun, 
because kids just loved having us there. 
But once we started doing the night 
walks in the streets and saw where they 
really lived, it started to hit you a lot 
harder,” recounted Marney Beliveau, a 
fifth-year accounting student. 

For a month, Streetlight Canada 
spent time offering students typing 


PETE YEE 
HELPING HAND U of A students volunteered their time this summer to work 
with Streetlight, an organization dedicated to helping impoverished children. 


lessons, providing tutoring sessions 
and holding birthday parties. Perhaps 
most importantly, according to Joel 
Elford, a fourth-year finance student, 
was building strong relationships wit! 
children that society has rejected. 

“These are kids that have been living 
on the streets for the last three or four 
years. Society sees them as the low of 
the low. They have not had anyon 
believe in them,” Elford explained. 

“To have westerners come over, 
create relationships, create experiences 
and create memories, it’s something 
they will remember forever. They 
develop self-confidence because the) 
think, ‘someone does believe in me.’” 

Returning home after this ey: 
opening experience, the team of seven 
is determined to spread their messag« 
on campus and raise money to fund 
the development of another Study and 
Development Centre. 

“We want to support whoever w« 
can that wants to go out and have that 
experience as well. That's one of our 
main initiatives for this year: looking 
for volunteers that want the same expe 
rience we did,” Elford concluded. 


TD PROVIDES BOOST TO HEALTH 
SCIENCES 

Health Science students can soon 
breathe a little easier. The University of 
Alberta's major contributions to health 
research have been recently recognized 
by TD Financial Group with a donation 
of $1 million, which will be implemented 
as nine scholarships. 

An annual award of $10 000 will 
be given to a student from each of the 
eight health science disciplines as well 
as one research fund aimed at encour- 
aging interdisciplinary health care. The 
donation was received after the Health 
Sciences Council approached the bank 
as part of the University’s centenary 
campaign. 

“The scholarships will go to students 
that have demonstrated a commit- 
ment to learning about interdisciplinary 
health. They will have to demonstrate 


that kind of commitment with a pro- 
posal, as well as their academic stand- 
ing," said Dr Michael Mahon, Dean of 
Physical Education and Recreation, and 
chair of the Health Sciences Council. 

On why the University was singled 
out for this donation, Mahon cited their 
commitment to health, and the poten- 
tial benefits the collaboration between 
health care practitioners will have for 
the industry and for patients. 

“We have a unique commitment to 
interdisciplinary health science, and are 
becoming known for creating leaders for 
tomorrow that understand how to work 
in teams,” he explained. 

“The patients get better care when 
they actually have a team of individu- 
als working with them, rather than only 
working with individuals on an on-going 
basis.” 

As tuition costs continue to rise, stu- 
dents were excited to hear of the award 
opportunity. 

“It's a good idea that will help out 
the students. | know [dentistry and 


pharmacy] is so expensive,” noted first 
year pharmacy student Mimi Zhang. 

“It's great to have money go to active 
research. | know many don't like to do 
research, so it will encourage it,” Zhang 
said upon hearing of the research fund 

This is the first time the Health 
Sciences Council has received philan- 
thropic funding. Prior to this, donation 
support has been primarily from the 
University itself or from research fund- 
ing. This is an indicator of what the 
Council hopes to further achieve. 

“The Council itself is in charge of trying 
to expand opportunities on campus and 
to collaborate with community agencies 
in the broad area of health. We were 
really excited that TD Bank was support- 
ive of funding something that cut across 
the nine faculties,” Mahon added. 

While the details of the scholarships 
are still in preliminary stages, Mahon 
hopes to see students receiving the 
financial aid by fall 2009. 


—Jessica Frechette, News Writer 
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Atwood 
takes part in 
Q&A prior 
to lecture 


yoOD * CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 
“That's why I’m so lucky that I don't 
havea job. When you have a job, you're 
worried that you might get fired. It 
flowers] your mouthiness quotient,” 
she explained. 

Atwood also added that any govern- 
ment involvement in the arts should 
be kept at arms-length, so as not to 
infringe on the people who should 
have power over the arts. 

“The real employer of a writer is the 
public, the ones who actually pay their 
rent,” she stated. 

During the discussion, Atwood 
further reflected on her impression of 
Alberta today. She described what she 
thought to be a very different picture 
from when she lived in the province 
for a brief period during her teaching 
career at the University of Alberta in 
the late 1960s. 

“Alberta's getting to be a very inter- 
esting place. This is the field where the 
ideas of democracy are being tested. 
Democracy must include the possibility 
of more than one voice,’ Atwood said. 

Regardless of the issue at hand— 
Canada and US relations, natural 
resource management, and the threat 
of debt on North American economies 
were also discussed—Atwood is firm 
in her belief that while you don’t have 
to go looking around for a fight, some- 
times it’s unavoidable. 

“There are moments when you just 
can't sit on your hands all the time.” 


O 


U of Cto launch co-curricular record service 


KIRSTEN GORUK 


Alberta and Northern Bureau Chief 


EDMONTON (CUP)—University of 
Calgary students looking to add that 
cutting edge to their resumés come 
graduation will have access to a co- 
curricular record as of January next 
year. 

The new online record will allow 
students to maintain a log of all their 
volunteer activities and their involve- 
ment on campus during their aca- 
demic careers. 

“T think it’s a great opportunity for 
the University to show very clearly 
that we recognize the value of the 
contributions that students make to 
the campus community in an extra- 
curricular and co-curricular way,” 
explained Ann Tierney, U of C Vice 
Provost (Students). 

Tierney noted that the competitive 
nature of life outside of university is 
what makes this record such a valu- 
able asset for students. 

“When they go out to apply for jobs, 
grad school, or professional [ posi- 
tions ...] I think it gives an added value 
to say that the University knows the 
time commitment that this involved 
and the learning outcome that came 
from this experience,” she said. 

Each year, the U of C provides 
the Students’ Union with approxi- 
mately $1.4 million to put towards 
any initiatives they deem beneficial 
to students. The idea for the record 
was one of the SU’s chosen propos- 
als, and action was taken to work out 
the logistics of the program with the 
University. 

Dalmy Baez, U of C Students’ Union 
President, was fully behind the initia- 
tive and feels it highlights the qualities 


that students possess that don’t neces- 
sarily translate into a GPA. 

“T feel it offers them an opportunity 
to express what they've done outside 
of the classroom, how they've devel- 
oped as undergraduate students with 
their degree,” she stated. 

Though the record won't officially 
go live until January, the Students’ 
Union is already receiving feedback 
from students. 

“A lot of students seem to have 
been waiting for this for a long time. 
They're quite interested in the proj- 
ect and they're really excited to have 
the opportunity to actually have their 


activities listed on more than just a 
resumé,” Baez said. 

The U of C isn’t the only university 
to identify the need for a co-curricular 
record. Students at the University of 
Alberta can expect a similar program to 
arrive around the same time next year. 

“This is something that we've 
known about for a long time, and our 
manifestation of it has been going 
probably for as long as theirs has,” 
explained Janelle Morin, president of 
the U of A Students’ Union. 

“It will probably be ready within 
what I would say a comparable time 
frame. It’s a pretty good program and 


PETE YEE 
PADDING YOUR RESUME Students’ Union President Janelle Morin detailed that the new co-curricular program being 
launched at the U of C this January will be very similar to the U of A’s own anticipated version of the record. 


were really excited for it. Ours will 
look slightly different but it will have a 
lot of similarities,” she added. 

The end result in both cases will be 
a university-approved transcript for 
every student who wishes to record 
their extra-curricular and volunteer 
endeavors while at school—some- 
thing Baez feels reflects more on each 
student’s post-secondary education 
experience. 

“Rather than just putting their 
marks down, it really demonstrates 
what they're capable of doing—what 
skills they've acquired throughout the 
years.” 
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Politicians getting 
caught in the web 


THOUGH INTERNET USE HAS WIDELY INCREASED 
since the dawn of the new millennium, it still 
remains a relatively new political battleground. 
Candidates for the upcoming federal elections in 
both Canada and the US have been fervently trying 
to conquer the medium as a way to further promote 
their campaign. After all, with “change” being the 
buzzword du jour, it seems only fitting that candi- 
dates are starting to change the way they think about 
campaigning online. But while candidates are getting 
more net-savvy, so are their opponents, which can 
have potentially devastating results for aspiring 
politicians. 

Take, for instance, the incident with Stephen 
Harper's prime ministerial mailing list last week. An 
unknown hacker pretending to be the PM sent out a 
mockingly evil email to the list, but while I use the 
term “hacker,” very little work was done to compro- 
mise it. The email was sent using an ill-conceived 
“share with a friend” feature on the Conservatives’ 
anti-Liberal website (willyoubetricked.ca) that 
allowed senders to put in an arbitrary “from” email 
address. When sent to the unmoderated master 
list address, it was instantly distributed to all the 
subscribers. 

While there was no lasting damage done, this 
attack serves as a harsh reminder that the Internet 
can be a powerful tool that can easily be taken 
advantage of. It’s not just technical exploits, either; 
one of the most dangerous tools in a political adver- 
sary’s arsenal is the power of social engineering. 
When US vice-presidential candidate Sarah Palin’s 
personal email account was infiltrated, all it took 
to break in was the use of details about her heavily- 
publicized personal life to guess her account's secu- 
rity question. But while the account contained very 
little material that could be considered pertinent 
to her campaign, the fact still remains that it was 
broken into, and that’s sketchy. 

Of course, with the advent of Facebook, it’s become 
that much easier to dig up dirt from politicians’ past 
lives. While this isn’t exactly a concern for the candi- 
dates of today who grew up in a time before blogs, 
social networks, and the Internet, one can easily 
imagine it being a factor for politicians as little as ten 
years further in the future. Considering that many 
users of the popular social networking site rarely 
touch their privacy settings, prospective politicians 
are likely to leave photos of wild parties, candid wall 
posts, and other personal information that could be 
potentially destructive to a political campaign when 
open to the public eye. Even if you make sure to 
implement a proper privacy policy, you never know 
which of your 300 “friends” on Facebook could send 
that compromising photo of you getting crunk at a 
party to the press, or worse, your political opponents. 
And while such a photo may only be socially embar- 
rassing, it could easily stop a political campaign in its 
tracks. 

Despite all of these drawbacks, when used properly, 
the Internet can be a positive tool for politicians at 
any level. Both US presidential campaigns have been 
fervently attempting to leverage social networking 
websites to spread their message. Barack Obama, 
who created his own page for supporters to converge 
and collaborate, has nearly 2 million followers on 
Facebook. Even John McCain, a candidate widely 
believed to be out of touch with the online world, 
has just over half'a million. In fact, if it were up to 
Facebook’s users, the NDP would easily win the 
upcoming Canadian federal election; Jack Layton has 
the most followers of any of Canada’s party leaders, 
with 4000 more supporters than Harper and his 
Conservatives. 

Of course, it’s still important to remember that the 
Internet is still in its infancy. Facebook may be king 
today, but it’s impossible to predict what website or 
social network that politicians will be hijacking for 
their campaign when the next round of elections 
come along. The best thing that they can do is to 
keep their finger on the pulse of the Web, just as they 
attempt to do the same for the non-virtual nation. 
And just like in the real world, anything that you do 
or say on the Internet can and will be used against 
you in the court of public opinion. 


LUCAS WAGNER 
Online Editor 


Enough bickering over 
secular convocation 


In response to Ryan Bromsgrove's 
letter (“Beliefs Must Earn Respect,” 
30 September): 

| have been following this debate 
since its conception out of an article 
over whether or not it’s appropriate 
for the faculty to send graduates 
off “in the glory of God” at convo- 
cation. Since then, we have all had 
the privilege of being bombarded by 
the rants and misconceptions of the 
under-informed on both sides of the 
argument. 

I'm not going to attempt to go over 
all the issues that have been raised, 
for the sake of time, but | would like 
to address the most recent debate 
over whether or not “forcing secular 
ideals is somehow no better than 
forcing religious ideals.” Let us start 
this off with a quick refresher on 
what secularism is. 

It seems that people are confus- 
ing the notion of secular ideals with 
atheism. These are, in fact, two 
very different things. Atheism is a 
personal belief in the non-existence 
of any form of deity, fate, or after- 
life. Secularism, on the other hand, 
is a strategy employed in societies 
today to deal with the wide range 
of religious and personal beliefs out 
there, by holding every one of them 
in equal standing to each other. 


Atheism is not the dominate tenant 
of secularism. 

Now that we have that cleared 
up, the accusation that should have 
been made in earlier letters to the 
Gateway is that forcing atheist ideals 
on people is just as bad as trying to 
force religious ideals. My personal 
beliefs are just that: personal. | don’t 
want anyone, religious or atheist, 
to try to tell me that | am wrong, 
misguided, or blind to the truth. In 
this country, we are supposed to be 
practicing tolerance, and that means 
letting the people around hold their 
own beliefs regardless of our own, 
whether you like it or not. 


CRAIG CHORZEMPA 


Education 1] 


Letters to the editor should be sent 
to letters@gateway.ualberta.ca (no 
attachments, please), telepathically 
transmitted into the editor's mind, 
or dropped of at room 3-04 of the 
Students’ Union Building. 

The Gateway reserves the right 
to edit letters for length and clar- 
ity, and to refuse publication of any 
letter it deems racist, sexist, libel- 
lous, or otherwise hateful in nature. 
The Gateway also reserves the right 
to publish letters online. 

Letters to the editor should be no 
longer than 350 words, and should 
include the author's name, program, 
year of study, and student identifi- 
cation number to be considered for 
publication. 


LETTERS FROM 
THE ARCHIVES 


Gateway epitomizes our 
obscene moral decline 


The Gateway, with its “moronic 
rubbish” and the engineers’ edition 
of the Gateway with its lewd vul- 
garities reveals a decline of moral 
principles (right and wrong, and the 
ten commandments may be old- 
fashioned, so shall we say “respect- 
ability?”) of some of those attending 
the University. 

The decline of moral or respect- 
able principles was further indicated 
by the number of students who 
took part in the parade protesting 
the president's ban on the Gateway. 
Possibly a ban on the Gateway 
wasn't the only means which could 
have been taken to prevent such 
editions of the Gateway, but the 
activities of some of the student 
body failed to impress me that they 
were able to conduct their affairs ina 
mature and intelligent way. 

We all enjoy a joke, but when 
a number of jokes, in order to be 
supposedly funny, have to dwell 
throughout on the subject of sex, 
then | maintain humor is in a bad 
way, and becomes, to say the least, 
repulsive. 

lf the Gateway is representa- 
tive of the thought amongst us 
students of the University, it seems 


ARGH. WE 
PICKED THE 
WRONG SHIP 

MALEYS... 


KELSEY TANASIUK 


to me that the Gatenik and the 
engineers’ edition aren't accurate 
samples of what we think. | may be 
wrong, but | am confident that there 
is a sizable number on this campus 
who have the same opinion as | 
have. 


FRANCIS OLSON 
14 February, 1950 


SUB-par birth control 


As aresult of some defective equip- 
ment purchased by myself in the 
Students’ Union Building, my girl- 
friend is slightly pregnant. Since 
bought and used SUsafes in good 
faith, trusting that the Students 
Union wouldn't make available to 
its members anything which might 
be termed “substandard,” | hold 
you as the responsible party in our 
dilemma. Be assured you will be 
hearing from my lawyer (and from 
my girl's father). 


GEORGE STUD-ENT 


7 November, 1969 


Letters from the Archives is a semi- 
regular feature where the Gateway 
runs historical letters of particular 
significance or amusement. 

Now you can check out all the 
old-timey fun for yourself! Just go 
to thegatewayonline.ca and follow 
the links to the Gateway’s digital 
archives. 
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For Better takes turn for the worse 


DAVID 
JOHNSTON 


nyone taken a look at Lynn 
A Johnston’s comic strip For 

Better or For Worse lately? 
Noticed anything different about it? 
In case you haven't, let me be the one 
to inform you that, as of 1 September, 
the strip went the way of James Bond 
and Batman with a total continuity 
reboot. 

lynn Johnston’s FBOFW is a rare 
kind of comic strip—one where 
events unfold in real time. Characters 
are born, age, and sometimes die, 
past events aren't forgotten, and while 
one day might last a week in continu- 
ity, the rest of the week still happens 
to the Pattersons. In short, it’s as close 
to a realistic portrayal of characters as 
youre likely to find in the funny pages, 
and it lets readers feel like they are truly 
growing up with the family. While this 
provides a wellspring of events and 
material to work with, it’s also been 
an enormous task for Johnston, now in 
her 60s, to keep track of such a detailed, 
sprawling mini-universe for 29 consec- 
utive years. So a change eventually had 
to happen. 

But for the past month, the strip has 
been, frankly, a shadow of its former 
self, The reason the James Bond and 
Batman revamps worked so well is that 


they revealed new, interesting things 
about their characters and surprised 
audiences with the new mythologies. 

With FBOFW, on the other hand, 
it appears to be the same strip. The 
characters are at their starting ages, go 
through the same kind of scenarios, 
and have the same kind of relation- 
ships they did when Johnston first 
started the strip in 1979. 


Restarting the series 
and delivering a pale 
immitation of what the 
comic once was just 
reeks of Johnston not 
wanting to let go of the 
strip, and delivering a 
half-assed version 
as a result. 


It’s not bad, and the gags have been 
cute, but it’s suddenly not the brilliant 
serial drama/comedy it had been for 
the last two decades. It’s become an 
entirely run-of-the-mill family comic, 
like so many others out there. 

Interesting, complex characters 
won't arrive for years, or not at all. 
Lovable supporting castmates are 
trimmed to a simplistic EZ-Bake ver- 
sion. The potential of occasional iden- 
tical comic replication is hinted at. 
And in the first month, not a single 
interesting or unusual happening has 


occurred. Heck, we don’t even know 


if the strip is taking place in 2008, or 
back in 1979. It’s confusing to the read- 
ers, both in structure and content. 

What this boils down to is an author 
becoming overly attached to her work. 
I can sympathize with Lynn Johnston 
realizing the comic has become too 
much work and too much heavy lift- 
ing, and I do think that it’s a valid 
reason to bring the story to a close, 
as much as I and many other read- 
ers would miss it. But restarting the 
series and delivering a pale imitation 
of what the comic once was just reeks 
of Johnston not wanting to let go of 
the strip, and delivering a half-assed 
version as a result. 

Sometimes comic strips end beauti- 
fully—take Bill Watterson’s Calvin and 
Hobbes, which delivered a poignant 
final image at the height of its great- 
ness, and thus became a cult classic. 
Or sometimes they just end oddly, the 
best example probably being Berkeley 
Breathed’s Bloom County, wherein the 
strip is purchased by Donald Trump's 
brain (in the body of a dead cat) and 
all of the characters are fired and have 
to go work for Cathy or Marmaduke 
or whatever. The point is, though, 
that comic strips need to end when 
their time is up. And while I applaud 
Lynn Johnston for ending the main 
strip before it became watered-down 
and spoiled (here’s looking at you, 
Garfield), the new reboot is ruining 
the strip just the same. Johnston really 
needs to realize that when there's 
nothing new to say, then there’s no 
need for a conversation in the first 
place. 


Forum elicits bullet points and bullshit 


“Bullshit is to politics what oil is to a car. It's the 
lubricant. fall we cared about was efficiency. we'd 
hurl everyone but Rahim and Linda to the curb and 
ask them some real questions, rather than bandying 
on about student loans and textbooks for 90 minutes 
which I would rather have spent playing Braid.” 


JAMES 
STORRIE 


hen Monday evening rolls 
in, I’m in Horowitz, sur- 
rounded by hacks and 


clutching a notepad. Election season 
is here, and I'm right in the middle of 
this storm's painfully boring eye: the 
local all-candidate forum. 

We all walk into these things with 
certain levels of bias. I, for example, am 
decidedly progressive, as every man 
with a brain and broadband should 
be. Iam nursing a bit of a grudge, as 
I've written to Mr Jaffer about issues 
a few times, and have only received 
form letters back. 

He comes off as a very affable 
young man, mostly, and an intol- 
erable asshole, partially. Ms Thrall 
tries to convince us that the Greens 
aren't a one-issue party, which few 
of us believe. Mr Hunter has trouble 
forming complete sentences and only 
seems to engage one audience mem- 
ber—an angry man who yells at him 
about opium during question period. 
Ms Duncan glows with confidence, 
and seems like she might really 
have the winning edge this time 
around. Ms Roy, on the other hand, 
has all the victorious spirit of an 
asphyxiating fish. 

Each candidate is attended by 
their followers, and most of them 
seem like rubes. As Mr Jaffer mis- 
characterizes the NDP platform and 
asserts that Ms Duncan wants to shut 
down the oilsands, snickers, claps, 
and cackles emanate from a gaggle 
of poorly-dressed second-year engi- 
neers a couple of rows ahead of me. 


They don’t seem to know how to 
buy pants that fit properly, and while 
I feel a bit guilty for judging a man 
by his followers’ pants, what is the 
proper metric for judging a candi- 
date’s base, anyway? The cuteness of 
the girls? The Greens all have dread- 
locks and are thoroughly unfuckable, 
the Conservative women look like 
they're really into eating, the opium- 
shouting man is a man, but the NDP 
women look like they should stop 
by my place for dinner and a movie. 
Bias, I vindicate thee thus! 

When question period hits, things 
take a turn for the idiotic. Everyone 
wants to read a goddamned eight- 
page preamble before their question, 
upon which moderator Bev Eastham 
thankfully puts the kibosh. A student 
group loses its’ shit over Mr Jaffer 
not RSVP’ing to their summit next 
Thursday. Cry more, kids, and next 
time, don’t schedule your event the 
night of Passchendaele’s red-carpet 
gala—which Mr Jaffer's obviously 
attending. It’s practically a state event, 
no matter how much Mr Harper hates 
them “damned elitist movie folks.” 

If there was one point of interest— 
one glimmering twinkle of anything 
remotely informative that we didn’t 
already know—it comes when a man 
rises angrily to take Jaffer to task for 
sending him form letters and ignor- 
ing his pleas for assistance. Jaffer, as 
any sane man would do when caught 
red-handed in front of the press, 
immediately offers to speak with the 
man after the debate and help him 


out personally. 

This is bullshit, obviously, but 
something about it clicks. We all seem 
pretty satisfied with it, despite know- 
ing his hand has been forced. What's 
really striking about a forum like this 
isn’t how much bullshit gets spewed, 
but how much we obliviously gulp 
down—and Jaffer’s is only a section of 
the sum. Neither Roy, Thrall, or (do I 
even need to mention?) Hunter stand 
a chance at winning. 

And yet, we keep listening because 
ultimately, in the field of politics, 
bullshit is important. Bullshit is to 
politics what oil is to a car. It’s the 
lubricant. If all we cared about was 
efficiency, we'd hurl everyone but 
Rahim and Linda to the curb and 
ask them some real questions, rather 
than bandying on about student loans 
and textbooks for 90 minutes which 
I would rather have spent playing 
Braid. 

This is when it hits me: they all must 
send form letters, all of them. Politics 
isn’t just leadership, it’s management, 
and if there’s one thing every good 
manager realizes, it’s that the individ- 
ual is never as important as personal 
expedience. Galas, receptions, town 
halls—Mr Jaffer, I shouldn't hate you 
because all you ever sent me were 
form letters—you're a busy guy! No, 
I should just hate you because your 
party wants to throw me in jail for 
smoking pot and downloading music. 
You know, sometimes you just have to 
step back, drop your preconceptions, 
and relax. 


UBC DAP 


The gateway to accounting 


Accelerate you future with the 
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Ukraine best not to poke the bear 


KELSEY 
TANASIUK 


Imost four years ago, a series 
A of protests and political rallies 
erupted in Ukraine in sup- 
sort of “The Orange Revolution.” The 
oarty was working towards a truly 
Ukrainian-run Ukraine, as opposed to 
one directed by Russian interests. 
|| Their leader Viktor Yushchenko 
sventually got his place in the presi- 
Jent’s seat, with the highly supported 
Joan of Arc” of the revolution, Yulia 
| Tymoshenko, as prime minister. Their 
yartnership initially seemed perfect; 
| | Yushchenko, the victim ofa dioxin-poi- 
soning—likely at the hands of Russian 
orces—and Tymoshenko, easily one 
_ | of the prettiest women in politics, who 
was jailed under possibly fabricated 
charges of forgery and smuggling. They 
were the ideal faces for a revolution the 
i yeople could get behind. 

After they won the big fight, Yulia 
Tymoshenko formed a working coali- 
ion with Yuschenko’s Our Ukraine 
yarty, stabilizing their political situ- 
ition. Still, it was clear early on that 


reither side of the coalition trusted 
he other. They stumbled on like this 
or some time, but the recent South 
Ossetia War tripped them up. When 
Russia invaded Georgia, President 
Yushchenko immediately voiced 


disapproval, while Tymoshenko chose 
to stay neutral. 

Fueled by long-buried tension, the 
differing sides threw insults back 
and forth, leaving the once powerful 
Orange team destroyed. Much of the 
blame for the collapse can be placed 
on Yushchenko's insistence in draw- 
ing attention to Tymoshenko’s neutral 
opinions on the Russian-Georgian war, 
as this action only bought instability to 
their present arrangement. 


It’s not a huge leap of 
the imagination to say 
that Ukraine could 
find itself as a region of 
Russia once again. 


While Yushchenko isn’t helping the 
situation, most of the trouble is coming 
form their poster girl, Tymoshenko. 
Just after pulling out of Georgia and 
likely still raring for a fight, Russia 
is currently not a wise bear to poke. 
And yet, Yulia Tymoshenko foolishly 
insists on taking a stand. She recently 
proclaimed that Russia’s navy is no 
longer going to be welcome in the 
Ukrainian port of Sevastopol after 
their lease expires in 2017. 

Anti-Russian sentiments may rally 
support from her own troops, but the 
bottom line is that it’s a bad idea to pick 
a fight with a superpower when your 
own government is verging on another 
collapse, and it’s doubtful that a few 
photos of Tymoshenko and Yushchenko 


Gateway Online a vag 


It would take the equivalent of 


roughly 25 million World of Warcraft 


gold farmers to produce the energy 
required to power the engines of the 
Gateway Online; a unit colloquially 
known as the centiblog. 


Join the centiblog today. Volunteer 
for the Gateway Online. 
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shaking hands with President Bush will 
deter Russia if they're really determined 
to teach the country a thing or two. 

Russia has had a long history of keep- 
ing Ukraine under its thumb, and some 
residual distaste exists from Ukraine 
declaring its independence in 1991. 
It's not a huge leap of the imagination 
to say that Ukraine could find itself as 
a region of Russia once again—if not 
literally, then at least in spirit through 
a government run by Russian-aligned 
authorities and an economy run largely 
by Russian criminals. 

Today, both in Ukraine and in 
Canada’s Ukrainian-Canadian com- 
munity, it's hard to escape Yulia- 
fandom. She's practically worshipped 
by those who agree with her, and 
her face appears on fashion magazine 
covers and the t-shirts of the masses. 
True enough that she’s a fighter and 
certainly someone to be proud of, 
but she’s not someone who should be 
given the amount of power that she 
has. It’s one thing to revere revolu- 
tionaries as folk heroes, but often they 
aren't good leaders to take over for the 
people they helped defeat. 

In the end, the qualities of those 
who fight for a cause and the qualiti- 
ties needed to keep a country running 
aren't the same. Pride and stubbornness 
are attributes often proudly flauted by 
Ukrainians, but sometimes it’s wise to 
know when to keep your mouth shut 
and watch your step. There’s something 
to be said for being a fiery revolution- 
ary, but Tymoshenko needs to step back 
and realize there are leadership meth- 
ods beyond poking Russia with a stick. 


date 


Hipster youth voting ads 
counterintuitively lame 


ith the federal election 
thoroughly under way, 
the inevitable has finally 


happened: old folks conspiring to 
get those darn kids to put down their 
Ataris and Segas and “get out the vote.” 
Let the “hip” and “with it” commeri- 
cals commence. 

MTV Canada has launched an ad 
campaign featuring people pissing 
in public, with captions stating that 
“there are other ways to mark your 
territory,” and encouraging the audi- 
ence to cast their ballots. MuchMusic 
spots are slated to centre around gee- 
zers hanging around gyms and class- 
rooms, asking youths if they want the 
older generations making decisions 
for them. They might as well have 
gone all out and used the slogan “the 
vote: rock out with your cock out.” 

Quite frankly, I wouldn't want 
anyone who'd be swayed by such 
ads to have a say in politics in the 
first place. But as usual, emphasis is 
being placed on mindless involve- 
ment in the political sphere at all 
costs, aS opposed to education, 
information, and critical analysis of 
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important issues. Whether the maq 
rush to encourage youngsters to go 
to the polls is misguided altruism o; 
calculated opportunism from those 
who benefit, it’s asinine. It should be 
far more taboo to pick a candidate out 
of a hat than to retreat from it all, byt 
the tendency is to praise someone for 
putting in the effort to walk to the 
polling place, regardless of the mind- 
numbingly idiotic rationale for their 
choices. 

While I have nothing but contempt 
for the intended purpose and intel- 
lectually insulting execution of the ad 
spots, I'm happy that they are so cringe- 
inducingly out-of-touch that they 
are guaranteed to completely back- 
fire. There aren't many approaches as 
laughably ineffective as a bunch of old 
marketing bastards trying to emulate 
youth slang and culture that’s strange 
and confusing to them. The commer- 
cial spots are only half a step away in 
lameness from that McDonald’s ad 
with the teen staring longingly at a 
double cheeseburger accompanied by 
the text, “I'd hit it.” 

So, not only in spite of, but because 
of their idiocy, I'm happy for the ads to 
keep coming. They're dumb in prem- 
ise and dumber in realization, but 
excellent in terms of consequences 
As long as they unintintentionally 
encourage uninformed and apathetic 
people of all ages not to pollute the 
voting booths, they're “the bomb” in 
my book. 
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2009 PONTIAC G3 WAVE 


CASH PURCHASE PRICE 


$9,995" 


¢ Improved fuel-sipping engine design for an amazing 
700km of highway driving per tank” 

¢ CD/MP3 audio system with auxiliary input for your iPod® 

¢ Unlimited fun, with additional bonus fun at no charge"™™ 


| 


Vehicle Shown with Available Equipment , ; om 
Search for “Alberta Pontiac” on Facebook.com or visit albertapontiac.com for more details. 


For more information visit us at gm.ca, drop by your local Pontiac Buick GMC Dealer or call us at 1-800-GM-DRIVE. **Offer based on cash purchase price for 2009 G3 Wave (1SM). Freight ($1,125), license, insurance, registration, PPSA, administration fees and 
taxes not included. Administration fees may vary between dealers. Dealers are free to set individual prices. Cash purchase price reflects discounts and other incentives which are only available where consumers opt for cash purchase price. By selecting purchase finance 
offers, consumers will be foregoing such discounts and incentives which will result in higher effective interest rates. Offers apply as indicated to 2009 new or demonstrator models. Offers apply to qualified retail customers in the Alberta Pontiac Buick GMC Dealer Marketing 
Association area only. Limited time offers which may not be able to be combined with other offers. WWhen equipped with a 5-speed manual transmission, estimated 2009 ratings, based on GM testing in accordance with approved Transport Canada test methods. Your actual 
fuel consumption may vary. As shown, MSRP for 2009 G3 Wave with optional equipment is $15,235. ttBonus Fun includes complimentary Weekend Fun and Evening Fun. iPod® is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, Inc. All rights reserved. iPod® not included. 


entertainment@gateway.ualberta.ca + thursday, 2 october, 2008 


SOCIAL 
INTERCOURSE 


\ppaloosa 


! Directed by Ed Harris 


itarring Ed Harris, Viggo Mortensen, Renée 
fellweger, and Jeremy Irons 

lrincess Theatre (10337-82 Ave) 

pens 3 October 


ased on the 2005 Western novel by crime writer 
fobert Barker, Appaloosa is the story of sheriff 
‘irgil Cole, played by Ed Harris, who also directs. 
long with his partner Everett Hitch (Viggo 
fortenson), they attempt to protect a town from 
andits in the Wild West of the 1880s. 

' The quintessential western subplot is thrown 
‘thoroughly typical twist when an “attractive” 
tidow (Renée Zellweger) enters the equation, 
‘sting the two lawmen’s friendship in a lawless 
ime. 


Anarchy in Edmonton: The 2008 
dmonton Anarchist Bookfair 

5 October 

ikrainian Centre (11018-97 Street) 


yee 


jhilists need not apply. The 2008 Edmonton 
narchist Bookfair fully intends to continue its 
x-year tradition of flying their chic, carved “A“ 
1 your rule-bound face, in a non-violent and 
ducational way. 
' Although something as organized as a book 
ir might seem a little contradictory, the event 
ill likely provide amusement for both anar- 
ists and non-anarchists the city over in the 
rm of books, pamphlets, performance artists, 
d workshops focused on topics ranging from 
plitical and economic philosophy, social justice, 
he environment, sexuality, and labour organiz- 
g. The keynote speaker will be Andrej Grubacic, 
historian, sociologist, and dissident from the 
pikans. Featuring free food for all attendees, the 
ent is billed as family-friendly, so remember to 
}ing your children. 


ruce Cockburn 
londay, 6 October at 8pm 


| NMAX_ Hall, Winspear Centre (4 Sir 
| Winston Churchill Square NW) 


47 or $23.50 for youth 21 and under, at 
Ckets.winspearcentre.com 


Bruce Cockburn had a penny for every album 
p recorded, he'd still be a hell of a ways away 
om being able to buy a Coke—but he’s closer 
_jan you'd ever be at 29¢. Known to play every- 
ing from folk to jazz rock, Cockburn leads a 
uch celebrated facet of Canada’s folk rock scene. 
Vith a volume of work like that, his show is sure 
be a series of the highlights of his hits. 


hildren of a Lesser God 

irected by Judy Unwin 

Vritten by Mark Medoff 

+18 October at 8pm, Sunday 2 October 
atinee at 2pm 

‘alterdale Playhouse (10322-83 Ave) 

12-16 at TlX-on-the-Square (tixonthesquare. 
b or at the door 


llowing the story of a teacher at a school for 
e deaf and his relationship, this play follows 
leir passionate struggles to adjust to each other's 
ghly different sensory worlds. 

Ultimately, they learn to create their own 
orld well-suited for one another and their rela- 
mship. Directed by 45-year Walterdale veteran 
dy Unwin, the cast includes an assortment 
deaf and hearing-impaired actors who are 
living example of the message Children of a 
sser God preaches. 
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Getting your flesh tuxedo dry-cleaned 


Ron Sexsmith may not be religious, but he still has a lot to say about spirituality and this mortal coi! 


musicpreview 


Ron Sexsmith 

With Meaghan Smith 
Friday, 3 October at 7pm 
Myer Horowitz Theatre 
$27.50 at ticketmaster.ca 


SEAN STEELS 
Arts & Entertainment Staff 


Let’s be clear: Ron Sexsmith is no Miley Cyrus. 
It could probably be said that he’s her polar 
opposite. Besides the obvious gender difference, 
there’s also the platinum record sales, hit music 
videos, and sold-out stadium shows that follow 
the young starlet which have unfortunately 
eluded him. 

“There are a lot of younger people coming 
up who are a little easier to promote than me, I 
think,” he concedes in his soft-spoken murmur. 
“T don't do well on videos or on television. All of 
these things are my own fault. I’m just not good 
at them. And radio hasn't been any help to me 
either, I mean commercial radio. Sometimes I 
feel like there’s a party going on I haven't been 
invited to.” 

Regardless of commercial album sales, the 
singer-songwriter has found consistent success 
amongst both critics and peers. Journalists often 
call him the “artist's artist” in reference to his 
habit of garnering widespread praise from fellow 
musicians, which have included Paul McCartney, 
Elvis Costello, and Sheryl Crow. Sexsmith has his 
own theory of why the general population hasn't 
caught the media buzz. 

“The masses don’t really read the press. Only 
music fans read reviews. Everyone likes music, 
but not everyone loves music.” he says flatly. “I'd 
say probably 15 per cent—and I’m just throw- 
ing this number out there—of people actually 


love music and look for it and read up on it. Most 


people, they just like to have it in the background 
or as they drive to work. Even if someone famous 
like Elton John came to play a show, they'd want 
to go see Elton but they don’t want to hear his 
new record, just the hits. I want to hear his new 
record.” 

The search for fans has taken Sexsmith on a 
long journey of self-exploration since the release 
of his first album, Grand Opera Lane in 1991, 
but it’s one that has helped open his mind to the 
nature of music. 

“The thing that’s always drawn me to music 
is that it sort of confirms the existence of the 
spirit.” Sexsmith muses. “I think you see it in art 
and you feel it and see it in people. Music is a way 
to get close to that. It’s almost like an extension; 
I think melody is like an extension of the soul 
in a way.” 


“Sometimes when I'm waiting 
for the subway or [m ona 
bridge, I have this weird, 
irrational pull to, you know, 
jump. It’s not even a suicidal 
one; it’s something else.” 


RON SEXSMITH 


The soul is not a foreign topic to Sexsmith. 
Though he’s vocal about his reticence concerning 
religion, he admits to being strongly spiritual and 
finds that connection through music. The title of 
his newest album, Exit Strategy of the Soul, is an 
artistic exploration of just that concept. 

“It basically comes from this feeling I get. 
Sometimes when I'm waiting for the subway or 
I'm on a bridge, I have this weird, irrational pull 
to, you know, jump. It’s not even a suicidal one; 
it’s something else,” he says with a pause. 

“T've always believed in the soul. I’m not a reli- 
gious person, but I believe in the soul. I’ve always 


felt that the whole time we're walking around 
on earth you're anxious to get to the next place 
When youre in a situation like that and you have 
those feelings, I always figure it’s because youre 
so close to it. All the mysteries—you could find 
them out in a second.” 

“When we're here, we're sort of trapped 
in these flesh tuxedos we have and were very 
limited to what it can do,” he continues. “We 
have the mind and everything telling it to stick 
around because you have attachments here and 
loved ones and things you want to do; the Earth 
is a pretty great place.” 

“T have a feeling that when we die and the sou! 
leaves the body, it’s free to do whatever it wants. 
All of a sudden, there’s no time and it can exist 
on different levels. Obviously, I don’t know what 
I'm talking about,” he finishs with a chuckle. 

Thankfully, Sexsmith hasn't set an escape date 
for his soul or his career. He admits that while 
he’s pleased with the progress he’s made musi- 
cally since Grand Opera Lane, he still feels he 
hasn't made his perfect album. 

“Tt’s a strange time. I think I’m a late bloomer,” 
he says. “It’s always taken me a long time to get 
anywhere. I was 30 when I got signed. I feel like 
I haven't made the right record yet, but I feel like 
I'm on the verge of doing that.” 

Fans worried about him tinkering too much 
with his style needn’t worry. For Sexsmith, the 
real musical challenges left to face are all in the 
details. 

“With song-writing, it’s good to know the 
craft. Great songwriters were able to say some- 
thing in a matter of verses that was everything 
they needed to say. Also, musically, they would 
do that with the melody. 

“Tt’s like a movie score. The best ones youre 
not even aware of. I think there are ways to do 
things that are more subtle and more power- 
ful. Those things I try to get better at and learn. 
Sometimes you feel like you're wasting time or 
that no one will appreciate it, but people do. At 
least about 15 per cent do.” 
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dence Weapon 
Woodhands and DJ Weez-L 
By 3 October at 9pm 
Hite ROOM (10030-102 St), 18+ 
bt ticketmaster.ca, 
nevents.com, Megatunes, 
pyrd Myoozik, and Listen 
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Bi nament Staff 
He Edmonton native Roland 


fberton sits casually in his favourite 
nt, the Sugar Bowl, he might seem 


your average young man. He has 
medium build and wears normal 
Bes, The only thing hinting at his 
nature is a deft, quick voice, and 
cascade of clearly enunciated, 
pst rhythmic syllables that make up 


Bpeecn 
m fact, if you were to assume that 
Mberton, known widely as rapper 
dence Weapon, was average, you'd 
inderestimating him. And it’s not 
ong about Rollie, because 


he’s watching you. 


ga (0 De W 


mces art 

sually, 1 get ideas for random 
igs and lyrics just walking around 
d from things people say. It’s usually 
pple that trigger what I do,” says the 
mitted person-watcher, stopping to 
fer a chicken-pot pie and a three- 
bese melt after only a reflexive glance 
fhe Garneau diner’s familiar menu. 


m really bad for that. Sometimes 
brget to talk myself. It’s just funny 
gring conversations and the shit 


op say.” 
Psychology has always been an inter- 
tof the journalism-school-dropout- 


Mmed-hip-hop celebrity. Lately, he’s 
én absorbed in the work of French 
Gistentialist Jean-Paul Sartre. But his 
rest isn’t just for inspiration. More 
fently, the inner workings of the 
find have helped him unlock the 


elusive secrets of a grade-A rap show. 

“The reason I’m talking psychology 
and shows is, I want to know how can 
I convince people to be what I want 
them to be at the show. How can I make 
them have fun when they didn’t want 
to have fun before? I'm interested in 
the psychology of the everyday. That’s 
why I'm at the bar staring at people and 
watching,” Pemberton says. 

“Before that I'd never really figured 
it out. I'd never really understood why 
you would want to do.a rap show. Why 
the fuck would you want to go rap ata 
bunch of people? But I figured it out. 
People want to come to a show and 
forget about their troubles. So that's 
what I'm trying to do. I'm trying to be 
an entertainer.” 


an older generation of 
Edmonton musicians. 
It’s like, ‘when I was 
young, The Vertical 
Struts were playing! 
You kids don’t know 
shit!” 


CADENCE WEAPON 


Psychology might pique his interest, 
but during his few days back in town, 
he'll have more pressing things on his 
mind—like chores. 

“Tve been doing all the city errands 
I've been putting off I woke up 
early today and hit the city, got to 
work early,” he states with a hint of 
satisfaction. 

Though he was born and raised in 
Edmonton, he says more recently he’s 
felt unplugged from its music scene. A 
heavy touring schedule and the slow 
erosion of time have taken their toll on 
his connections to Alberta's capital. 

“I feel like I'm losing touch with 
what's new and cool in Edmonton's 


(its: 
f me : 


music scene. I feel like I’m part of an 
older generation of Edmonton musi- 
cians. It’s like, ‘when I was young, The 
Vertical Struts were playing! You kids 
don’t know shit!’” he laughs. “A lot of 
my good friends don’t even live here 
anymore. That's why the first song on 
my new album [Afterparty Babies] is 
called ‘Do I Miss My Friends?’—well, 
yeah, because most of them live in 
Vancouver.” 

But Pemberton isn’t ignorant of the 
chances Edmonton has given him as an 
artist. His unique sound, a mixture of 
rap, rock, and electronica, are largely a 
result of both his family’s and his own 
history here. Son of pioneering CJSR 


hip-hop DJ, the late Teddy Pemberton, 
his musical flavour came from a desire 
to go against the grain. 

“I grew up in a rap household. My 
dad, he played rap around the house. 
I rapped from birth. I know all rap. 
But you know how it is when you're 
a kid. You want to rebel and get into 
the opposite thing,” he states. “From 
there, I expanded into indie rock. 
It's just the kind of music I like [...] I 
came up in that scene because I iden- 
tify more with those people than 
rap people. I never really put much 
thought into it.” 

Critics and fans might be living in the 
past, but Pemberton always seems to 


be looking to the future. He deliberates 
creatively about everything from the 
progression of his own philosophies to 
the evolution of the music industry in 
general. 

“I predict music is going to have like 
a stock market crash. I feel like once 
there are no more CDs and everything's 
gone digital, it'll get to the point where 
everyone makes music and nobody 
buys music. So the people who make 
music for money will stop,” he notes 
thoughtfully. “I'll be a new beginning 
to music. There'll be no value associ- 
ated with it. It'll be a weird post-apoc- 
alyptic future. Hopefully, I'll have my 
fan base by then.” 
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10401 81 Ave. 
Edmonton, AB 


Voute Juvited!/ 
Join the Party! 


Thursday is Student Night 
“SHIAKE NOUR LOONIE” 
CHEAP DRAFT BEER 

All Night Long / 
the tradition Continues... 
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TEC Student Entrepreneurship, control your future and compete SSS SEAS rence aa AED ho CIA AS USE aa aN eh 
for the rewards—winner of the TEC Student Entrepreneurship 1% 
Award receives a $25,000 stipend plus one year of lease space in 
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Bring this coupon in for one 


_ Free Cover Charge 
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® C what Plants and Animals is all about. 
POR THEW EE EDING musicpreview According to Spicer, that’s where the 
TUESDAY, 30 SEPTEMBER idea for the album name came from— 
Plants and Animals Parc Avenue is right by where they live 
1. YOUR HEART BREAKS With Born Ruffians and Slim Twig in Montreal. And what better way to 
Love Is A Long Dark Road Tuesday, 7 October at 8pm emphasize that than by putting the 
(MightyMo) The Starlite Room (10030-102 people who live there on the front. 
Street), 18+ “That’s why the title makes sense,” 
2. HECTOR FECTOR $15 at ticketmaster.ca, Megatunes, Spicer explains. “The album has a 
We Are Romantic Blackbyrd Myoozik, and Listen neighborhood vibe, because every- 
(Independent) Records body's welcome. [The cover has] some 
people from the street and some friends 
3. THE MODERN MINDS and family—we had some fun.” 
The Modern Minds CHARLIE CRITTENDEN Using ordinary people, however, 
(Base) Arts & Entertainmer er leads to a far-from-ordinary cover. 
To name but a few of the odd charac- 
4. FINAL FANTASY Let’s talk about Plants and Animals. _ ters posing in the forest for the photo, 
Play To Please Don’t worry, this isn't a biology lec- _ there’sa bear juggling fire, a half naked 
(Blocks Recording Club) ture—they’e a band from Montreal. guy in a barrel, and “some Victorians 
No one knows what kind of band mingling in the background.” The 
5. FEMBOTS though, not even Warren Spicer, one band members are lost in the chaos, 
Calling Out of their two guitarist-vocalists. and this may reflect on their desire to 
(Weewerk) “Tt’s rock music, but with something _ blend into the background. 
else. I don’t know what it is, but that’s You can see that wherever you look. 
6. MODERNBOYS the way I like to think about it—as a __ Take their lyrics, for example. Usually 
MODERNGIRLS rock band, and then I don't have to. when a vocalist is asked where they 
| Might As Well Break It worry about it.” receive inspiration, they treat you to a 
(Independent) Spicer and the rest of the Halifax long monologue about the state of the 
band don’t seem to worry much about world. Spicer gave a rather different 
7. THE CITY STREETS anything at all, really, and that feeling answer. 
Concentrated Living comes through in their latest album, “No, [there's] not really [a philoso- 
(Independent) Parc Avenue. The songs drift by on phy]. I just work my lyrics around the and Sandals, and justa whole bunch of — unchartered territory for Spicer and} 
classic rock riffs, whistles, and folksy songs. That's my guiding light—just ‘and’ names. Plants and Animals was _ bandmates. They both worked 
8. CHAD VANGAALEN vibes. Likewise, people seem to float _ the song and the vibe of the song.” the one we all liked the best. There low key jobs such as teachii 
Soft Airplane in and out of the album too, one of Doing what sounds good is the wasn'ta whole lot of reasoning behind recording for Spicer or « 
(Flemish Eye/Sub Pop) whom is Sarah Neufeld, a member of — guiding light of more than just their _ it, it just kind of worked at the time music for theatre for Nichola 
Arcade Fire. But Spicer is quick to cor- music. Upon being asked the origins | and now were stuck with it.” the other guitarist-vocalist in t 
9. GHOSTKEEPER rect any assertions that these are “guest on the band’s name, Spicer pulled out They may be stuck with their name, While they successfully represer 
.. And The Children of the artists.” a characteristic story. but their career is rocketing along. Parc roots, Spicer and his mates conti 
Great Northern Muskeg “[They’re] mainly just our friends. “When we were first thinking we Avenue was recently in the running for to move forward, and he « 
(Saved by Radio) We went to school with Sarah, so were going to be a band, we were the 2008 Polaris Music Prize, one of — this when asked about their previ 
were old friends. [They're] mainly just thinking about names, and for what- Canada’s most prestigious awards for __ professions. 
10. MATT PERRI whoever was around.” ever reason, I had a bunch of names independent music. Though Caribou “We used to be those things,” Sp 
Let's That community  feel—getting written down that all had ‘and’ in won the competition, being thrust says. “We're not anymoré 
(Independent) folks together to have a good time—is them. There wasCarsand Trucks, Pants into the media spotlights at all is just play ina rock band.” 


business, not-for-profit and government as well as graduate school. 


Learn from industry professionals in a personal, supportive environment. Classes 
are small and offered evenings and Saturday. Study part time or full time. 


www.ulethbridge.ca/man 


Angela Merriott, BMgt ‘06, CHRP 
Human Resources Leader 
Shaw Pipe Protection Ltd 


Lethbridge 


Are You a Leader? 
Apply for the 
Lou Hyndman Glenora Award 


Each Lou Hyndman Edmonton Gienora Award is valued at $20,000 ($10,000 
a year for 2 years). The criteria for selection of recipients for this award go beyond 
academic standing. They recognize individuals who demonstrate outstanding leadership 
through involvement and participation in university or community organizations, sports, 
and/or cultural activities. The University of Alberta believes that these criteria reflect 
both the character and the philosophy of the man they honour. 


Applicants must be enrolled in the second last year at the University of Alberta in one of 


the following: 
“| chose the U of L Edmonton Campus so | could work during the day and e Law ° Business 
continue to advance my career. My degree helped me to achieve my goal faster e History e Economics 
than expected! ° Political Science ° Canadian Studies 
The University of Lethbridge Edmonton campus offers both undergraduate a eeeatOn : Meh sepidies 
and certificate programs to help you achieve your goals, 
Our programs prepare you for leadership positions in domestic and international University of How to Apply: 


For more information, call: (780) 424-0425 aor email awards@ualberta.ca 
or e-mail edmonton.campus@uleth.ca Faculty of Management j 


To apply for this award, students must complete the Undergraduate Leadership 
application via Bear Tracks. The application deadline for the Undergraduate Leadership 
Competition is 15 October 2008. For more information about this or other awards 

in the Undergraduate Leadership Competition, visit www.ualberta.ca/awards or 
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Robert Mulder ~ 
Metro Room at Axis Cafe (10349 


er Ave) 
By, 3 October at 8pm 


t the door 


IN COOK 
ainment Writer 


b classically trained opera singer 
music teacher, Brandi Sidoryk is 
priified professional in the world 
ditional music performance, yet 
js living a second life. When Brandi 
; under the musical guise of her 
ego Sidney York, she becomes a 
singer-songwriter sensation. 

i's definitely interesting because 
now no longer Brandi Sidoryk. 
ple will meet me as Sidney York 
will now call me Sidney,” explains 
T like the fact that I am Sidney 
k on tour. I feel like it keeps my 
sonal life, my teaching life, and my 
forming career in the folk music 
hustry separate, which I love.” 

om on the “Saskatchewan side” of 
ydminster, raised in Calgary, and 
cated in Toronto and Melbourne, 
tralia, York has a Masters in clas- 
voice training performance. 
ides teaching, she’s on the board 
directors for the Alberta Music 
hcation Foundation. Her consid- 
ble experience has made her a 
ician of duality, a quality she rec- 
izes and utilizes in her work. Her 
oming album, set to be released 
January, contains the image of a 
Faway apple, revealing a series of 
ps and mechanized parts under- 
ath the faultless red skin. 

I wanted to show this difference 
veen the one person, the one me, 
one you see on the outside and the 
ple and inside—it’s all these inner 
ings that Brandi doesn’t express, 


idney York living 


4 
‘ 


i 


but Sidney York does by her music.” 

This theme of the divergence and 
contrast between the external and 
internal self is similarly reflected in 
York’s compositions. Whilst the melo- 
dies of her songs are essentially upbeat 
and positive, “the lyrics are incredibly 
twisted, sometimes very dark, [and] 
sometimes very sarcastic.” Sidney is not 
all doom and gloom, however; subtly 
sinister songs like “Friends & Enemies” 
and “Fallin’” are counterbalanced by 
light-hearted pieces such as the exem- 
plary “Stalker,” a how-not-to-act guide 
written for York's sister after a particu- 
larly difficult break-up. 

“For me, lyrics come first,” admits 
York over the phone. “Lyrics are very 
important to me and I always choose 
my words very carefully when I’m 
writing. I can spend more time [on 
them]. Whereas my music might be 
more simplistic in a lot of ways, my 
lyrics really stand out.” 

York is currently unsigned, a status 
common with 
struggling in the musical climate of 
the age. She is also her own manager 
and promoter, another trait typical of 


singer-songwriters 


artists in similar positions. Always kept 
busy by the rigours of living a double 
life, York conducted the interview 


a double life 


as she drove home from the Calgary 
International Airport. So how does she 
find the time to distribute her material? 
Between her musical career and her 
professional life, York recognizes the 
Internet as a critical aspect in spreading 
her lyrical message to the world. 

“I don’t think that there’s a musi- 
cian, a current musician today, that the 
Internet hasn't helped out a great deal. I 
mean, for me, my songs are posted first 
on the Internet before I ever release any 
CDs.” says York, extolling the virtues 
of websites like MySpace and YouTube. 
“Fans post YouTube videos of me per- 
forming and, before I even know, fans 
are emailing me and they've seen it. It’s 
really contagious and it really helps for 
your music.” 

Before she even thought of releasing 
albums or making the Internet video 
rounds, Sidney York, born out of the 
guitar playing of Brandi Sidoryk while 
living in the land down under, played 
her first live show in Edmonton. A year 
later, she’s returning, bringing with 
her a host of new experiences and her 
first EP. 

“It ll be nice to come back and do 
something for my fans in Edmonton 
who have supported me from the very 
beginning.” 
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#08 marks both a return and a depar- 
ie for country-upstart Rae Spoon. 
he return is a geographic one. It’s 
fn about a year since Spoon’s haunt- 
B country wail echoed over the 
hadian prairies. Though the trans- 
Mdered (FtM)  singer-songwriter 
fw up here, and is currently based 
lof Calgary, he spent last winter in 
©mar, Germany, performing for 
Opean audiences while his partner 
aS attending school. 
But that distance from home didn’t 
bP Spoon from developing an album 
Ft oys with aspects of his home and 
We land. 
fl wrote it all over Canada, and 
Sof itin Europe,” he explains. “It’s 
80 about things that are uniquely 
adian, and then exaggerated, like 
© on the highway or wildlife. That 
It of thing” 
Back in Canada, Spoon’s prepping 
a homeland tour to promote his 
tth album superioryouareinferior, 


the first in two years. The soon-to-be 
self-released album marks the afore- 
mentioned departure, a step into dif- 
ferent musical territory for Spoon. 

Though his more familiar, stripped- 
down instrumentation is still present, 
superioryouareinferior has a fresh 
coating of experimentation, incor- 
porating more electronic-clicks and 
electric guitars than any of Spoon’s 
previous three albums. The new musi- 
cal exploration started while Spoon 
was across the Atlantic. 


“There isn't really a 
place in Nashville for 
trans-people, especially 
in the mainstream 
country.” 


RAE SPOON 


“I'd just been playing it for five 
years, and I didn’t feel like playing 
it anymore,” he explains. “I guess 
you have to change. When I was in 
Germany, I was hanging out with 
people who played really different 
music, more like electronic or exper- 
imental stuff. I ended up learning to 
use different programs on my com- 
puter. I guess I just wanted to try dif 
ferent things and different sounds. 

“Using a computer to write songs 
does change [songwriting], because 


you can hear things back. If you're 
sitting around with a guitar, you can’t 
sit there and listen to your song with- 
out playing it, unless you record it,” 
he continues with a laugh. “I’m not 
sure how I ended up changing the 
songs, but definitely the way they're 
written.” 

The overseas reception to his new 
musical stylings wasn’t bad, either. 

“For half of [my time in Germany], 
I was playing country music, and 
then I switched to the newer style. 
Both went fairly well.” 

Of course, Spoon’s position as a 
transgendered singer known best 
for musical country leanings is an 
unusual one to be in. On his web- 
site, Spoon alludes to the “apparent 
dangers and contradictions of this 
role,” which, apparently caught up to 
him, conjuring up disturbing mental 
images of attempted acts of violence 
and narrow escapes. 

But then again, maybe it’s just the 
writing of someone who's comfort- 
able enough in his own skin to tease 
us about it. 

“That’s kind of a joke,” Spoon 
admits. “But also, I don’t think the 
industry of country music, even 
alternative country, is very receptive 
to anybody who's from any different 
minority group. I think that would 
be a given—that that there [isn’t] 
really a place in Nashville for trans- 
people, especially in the mainstream 
country.” 
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Bears look to blow past Huskies in weekend se 


NICK FROST 
Sports Editor 


The pressure to win will be kicked 
up a notch this weekend when the 
Golden Bears soccer team (2-2-4) 
plays in a home-and-home set with the 
University of Saskatchewan Huskies 
(2-4-2). Saskatchewan is nipping at 
Alberta’s heels in the Canada West 
standings, currently sitting two points 
behind the Bears, who hold the final 
playoff spot in the conference. 

If the first half of the season was any 
sort of litmus test for head coach Len 
Vickery, he likes his team’s chances of 
finishing the season with a postseason 
berth. Though there have been some 
disappointing moments—particularly 
in the last couple of weeks with losses 
to UBC and Victoria, as well as some 
stagnation in the standings by way of 
four draws—he still feels that his team 
is on the right track headed towards 
being one of the four teams left 
standing. 

“We're not too unhappy about our 
position right now,” Vickery said. “I 
don’t think we expected—given the 
tougher part of our schedule through 
the first half of the season—that we 
would go totally unbeaten. I think in 
one or two of the ties, we expected 
a little bit more from those games; 
that would’ve put us in a little bit of a 
stronger position. But we're fourth [in 
Canada West] going into the final part 
of the season, and the schedule now is 
perhaps a little bit lighter than the first 
eight games, so, we hope to maintain 
a playoff berth.” 

One drawback going into the two 
matchups against the Huskies is the 
injury sustained last weekend by one 
of the Bears’ reliable bench play- 
ers, Matthew Cowan. The first-year 
defender went down with what was 
determined to be a torn MCL after a 
midfield collision, and will be out for 
the rest of the season, as well as any 
potential playoff run. 

“It's fairly serious—hopefully, it’s 
just his MCL and we hope that his 
ACL is intact,” Vickery explained. 


“In combination, that’s the worst 
case scenario if his ACL is also defi- 
cient. Obviously, he’s gone for the 
season, and weve just hoping that 
he can come back in three to four 
months instead of six to twelve.” 

The importance of this matchup 
is accented by the fact that both the 
Bears and the Huskies play the same 
four teams in their final four games. 
With the even ground that both teams 
will be on to finish the year, coming 
out of this weekend set with two wins 
will go a long way in determining 
which of the two has the better shot at 
postseason glory. 

“Winning against Saskatchewan is 
key,” Vickery said. “Not only are we 
playing them in a home-and-home 
this weekend, but they have exactly 
the same schedule that we do because 
they're our travel partner. So, the 
teams that we expect to get results 
against are, similarly, teams that they 
expect to get results against. So, we 
have a slight advantage now, and as 
much as we're two points ahead of 
them, it goes without saying that this 
weekend is key.” 

In anticipation of the Huskies, 
Vickery views Saskatchewan's season 
as being very similar to the Bears’ up 
to this point. With an experienced 
lineup; however, he knows that they 
may have a slight advantage over 
Alberta's youth, in an otherwise even 
matchup. 

“[Saskatchewan], like us, have 
competed favourably against every 
team they've faced so far,” Vickery 
said. “Their performances, like ours, 
haven't always come with a winning 
result, but the scouting report is that 
they're better than they were last year 
given that they didn’t graduate anyone 
and their players are all a year older. 
Definitely, they're a threat to take a 
playoff spot from anyone who suc- 
cumbs to them.” 

The Bears will battle the Huskies in 
Saskatoon on Saturday, before return- 
ing to Foote Field for the second 
matchup on Sunday afternoon at 
2:15pm. 


WHO'S GONNA GET THERE FIRST? The pressure is now on for Canada West clubs like the Bears to make the playa! 


Pandas looking to rise above playoff logjam with victory over Huskie 


With six games left in a tight race to the finish, Alberta is ready to take on every team that attempts to steal the last playoff positi 


NICK FROST 
Sports Editor 


Similarly to their male counterparts, 
the Pandas soccer team (2-3-3) find 
themselves holding down the final 
preseason berth in Canada West with 
two other teams in the hunt and six 
games left to go. This weekend, they'll 
battle the team that currently occu- 
pies the spot ahead of them—the 
Saskatchewan Huskies (3—3—2)—with 
the hopes of moving into a more 
secure spot in the middle of the play- 
off pack. 

For the most part, the Pandas have 
been happy with their on-field per- 
formance to date, specifically in the 
area of team defence, where they've 
progressively managed to improve 
shutting down opposing attacks and 
keeping teams tied up in the midfield. 

“[ think that our play is bang on—it's 
right where I expected it to be,” head 
coach Liz Jepsen said. “I'm pleased 
with our progression in play—in the 
first half of the season, our defensive 


breakdowns resulted in opportunities 
on net and, more often than not, goals. 
I think that we hadn't battled well 
enough on team defence, but since the 
last weekend, that has changed. The 
last two weekends, we just refused to 
give up on any ball and were able to 
rotate and cover for each other, which 
is really key for team defence.” 

While commending her team’s 
ability to hold their opposition at bay, 
however, Jepsen is also somewhat 
disappointed that the effort that the 
Pandas have been putting in offen- 
sively hasn't always reflected on the 
scoresheet. With the exception of a 
7—0 win against Regina three weeks 
ago, the Pandas offence has mustered a 
measly six goals in seven games. This 
lack of goal production has become 
indicative of why the Pandas are cur- 
rently sitting below .500. 

“As far as our position in the stand- 
ings go, we're a little below where I 
thought we would be. When we went 
on our [Calgary] and [Lethbridge] 
road trip, we dropped points to 


U of Land it was a disappointing loss. 
I thought we had played really well 
in that game, and it was one of our 
best games in terms of attack,” Jepsen 
explained. 


“It's a competitive 
conference and 
anytime you drop any 
points, there's always 
other interesting 
matchups where teams 
are waiting to pick up 
those points.” 


LIZ JEPSEN 
PANDAS SOCCER HEAD COACH 


“Tt was simply one of those games 
where you can play really well for the 
majority of the game and have lots 
of great opportunities on net, but it 
doesn’t always result in the win.” 


Another reason that Jepsen attributes 
to the Pandas’ lacklustre record is the 
difficulty of their schedule. The com- 
bination of travel and having to play all 
four of the top teams in Canada West 
in the first half of the year has taken its 
toll on the Alberta girls. 

“When you look at the draw we've 
had this year where we've had to go out 
and play the coast teams—UBC at home 
and away, Victoria at home and away— 
that’s a pretty tough schedule,” Jepsen 
explained. “In Canada West, schedul- 
ing is unbalanced and not everybody 
ends up with the same draw. So, to be 
honest, we've felt the heat of our sched- 
ule and the heat to get into the playoffs 
since the beginning. It’s a competitive 
conference and any time you drop any 
points, there's always other interesting 
matchups where teams are waiting to 
pick up those points.” 

Going into this weekend, the 
Pandas result will depend upon which 
Saskatchewan squad comes to play. 
Much like the Pandas, things have 
been up and down for the Huskies this 


season; however, Jepsen notes that 
the girls from Saskatoon bring “4 
A-game—especially on their hol 
turf—her team will be in for a 104 
ride. 

“They had a strong weekend 4 
week beating UBC and holding UV! 
a 1-1 draw—especially after the p™ 
ous result between the two where" 
lost 8—I—so they’ve had some su 
lately,” Jepsen said. “I know the} 
come in confident and with a be 
game than they've had in the p* 
they're a better team than they ha 
been in the last few years. 

“As well, we're going to be in the 
park for the first game, which is 4 
field and we don't often get a” 
opportunity to train on turf. Also, !* 
football field, so it’s a little bit smalle! 
certainly, our team does best whe!’ 
have a nice, big soccer field.” 

After playing the Huskies ’ 
Saskatoon on Friday at 6pm, the Pan? 
will return home to Foote Field fo" 
second half of the double-heade! ’ 
Sunday at 12pm. 
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Strathcona 
Foot & Ankle Clinic 


Dr. A Kruszelnicki, DPM 
Dr. J. Prosen, DPM 


* Custom Orthotics 

* Sports Medicine & Injuries 
* Bunions & Hammertoes 

* Heel & Arch Pain 

* Diabetic Foot Care 

¢ Plantar Warts 

* Ingrown or Fungal Toenails 


No Referral Necessary 


Strathcona Health Centre 
8225 - 105 Street, Suite 210 


780-430-1869 


Teach English] LSAT MCAT 
Overseas _|GMAT GRE 


Age ae Preparation Seminars 


¢ Complete 30-Hour Seminars 


= ee Fe ¢ Convenient Weekend Schedule 


TESOL/TESL Teacher Training | §° Proven Test-Taking Strategies 


Certification Courses ¢ Experienced Course Instructors 


* Intensive 60-Hour Program * Comprehensive Study Materials 


* Classroom Management Techniques 


‘Dataliod Tasera Placntag ¢ Simulated Practice Exams 


* ESL Skills Development * Limited Class Size 
* Comprehensive Teaching Materials ¢ Free Repeat Policy 
¢ Interactive Teaching Practicum * Personal Tutoring Available 


* Internationally Recognized Certificate 
* Teacher Placement Service 
* Money Back Guarantee Included 


* Thousands of Satisfied Students OXFORD SEMINARS 


1-800-269-6719 
604-683-3430 
www.oxfordseminars.ca 


¢ Thousands of Satisfied Students 


OXFORD SEMINARS 
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¥0T PAT FALLOON The Bears will face off this weekend with the University of Denver, Colorado College and Air Force. 


ce Bears to cross border, leagues 
or matchups with NCAA teams 


‘ta heads to Colorado to prove CIS hockey clubs make good com 


1-800-269-6719/604-683-3430 
www.oxfordseminars.ca 


ust strobe it! 


AN DAUM of skill, but also the high altitudes of are already in regular season mental 


P Colorado's Rocky Mountains. mode, and we have to make sure we 


“They're very good teams—their don't take a step backwards when we 
After picking up two wins in the — speed is tremendous, their skill level face them in two weeks.” 

mnual Huskie Classic last weekend, — is very good, and there will be lots of While the rest of the Canada West 
he Bears hockey team will take their adversity playing in very high eleva- division got the regular season under- 
show on the road again this weekend, tion,” Thurston said. “I think Air way last weekend, the Bears had a bye 
flying to Colorado for three cross-bor- Force and Colorado College are well week and were idle from any game 
der showdowns against NCAA oppo- over 6000 feet in altitude, and Denver action. Instead, the Bears have had a 
ents. Alberta will play three games is over 5000, so that part will make little extra time to practice and make 
against three opponents—University guys have quick, hard shifts.” sure the team’s systems will be rock- 
of Denver, Colorado College, and the solid heading into regular season 
Air Force Academy—in their final ~~ play Thanksgiving weekend against 
exhibition weekend before the start “Our guys want to Calgary. 


a esiees  eters 
‘ s g staff an 

The Bears will be facing extremely is very good. Since I've players have been focusing on keep- 
tough competition upon venturing been here in the last 15 ing the intensity level high and, thus 
South, given that the NCAA in recent i far, Thurston has liked what he’s 

ears has spawned some high-level years, we ve had pretty seen. 

alent—including some notable NHL- good success with the “The intensity has been very good. 

alibre prospects. All three of these ‘ a We've had lots of jump, which I've 
teams are fresh off of NCAA tourna- American colleges. liked as a team,” Thurston said. “For 
Ment appearances last season, and ERIC THURSTON the most part, our work ethic has been 

with the University of Denver being GOLDEN BEARS HOCKEY HEADCOACH _-Feally ~good—in fact, excellent—so 
manked sixth in preseason polls, head I've been happy with it. Ever wonder how a studio strobe light works? 
Coach Eric Thurston knows the games The games will serve as an impor- Want to learn about rim lighting? 
Will be a perfect measuring stick for These three games are key for the _ tant springboard into one of the Bears’ 
his team, Bears in making sure they get into toughest first-half schedules in recent Check out Gateway Photo and strobe it in style. 


“Our guys want to show that CIS regular season mode, as they'll be the memory with nine of their first 14 
hockey is very good,” Thurston noted. lone Canada West team yet to have games being played away from the 
Since I've been here the last 15 years, started their regular season schedule __ friendly confines of Clare Drake Arena, 
Weve had pretty good success with after this weekend. Due to the strange and Thurston knows the importance 
the American colleges. It’s always a scheduling quirk that allows other CIS _ of getting off to a good start. 

‘ough game for us. You go into their teams to play NCAA opponents during “We want to play well right from 


Tink, and it’s usually their first game, the regular season, the Bears decided the get-go to prove to everybody 
and sometimes the officiating gives to take the opportunity to make this that we haven't taken a step back- 
& some challenges that your team trip. wards from the team that we had 


nas to face,” “It gives us a chance to really last year,’ Thurston said. “Some guys ° ° ° 

Aside from these challenges, _ refine things, and by our first week- have obviously graduated; we're not catching the light since 1 91 0 
Thurston knows the Bears will not end against Calgary, we will be set in the rebuilding phase—we’e in the 
only be facing an extremely high level to go,” said Thurston. “Those teams __ reloading phase of things.” 


Meetings every Friday at 4PM 
at the Gateway office (SUB 3-04). 


16 Sports 


thursday, 2 october, 2008 + www.thegatewayontin 
0.0 


i=) 


On This Day in 1950: 


Charles M. Schulz's comic strip Peanuts was 
published for the first time. 


Charlie Brown may have been robbed of every 
opportunity to kick the elusive football over the 
years, but here at Gateway Sports, we never rob 
people of the chance to write some awesome sports 
articles. Also, unlike Lucy, none of us are a total bitch. 


Meetings are Tuesdays at Spm in 3-04 SUB. 
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Finishing sentences with "good grief" since 1910. 


Courses to keep you 
on the right course. 
elle aw 


AU student Kate in Kingston, Ontario, Canada 


AU is the place to pick up the classes 
you need to get your degree. 


Athabasca University is the perfect plug-in for your academic career. Whether you 
need additional credits to graduate from your institution, or prerequisites to 
complete your degree, we can help. 


AU offers over 700 courses and nearly 90 undergraduate and graduate programs. 
With over 37,000 students across the country and around the world, AU has helped 
numerous individuals pursue their academic goals. And we’d love to help you. 


So why not take the next step? Research your options online, view a university 
calendar, or contact AU’s Information Centre at 1-800-788-9041 for advice on how 
to get started. 


Flexibility. Another reason why AU stands out as a global leader in distance 
learning excellence. 


standout: 


www.athabascau.ca/standout 
1-800-788-9041 


Athabasca University i 
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BRENNAN MURPHYI 


"X" MARKS THE MISS The playoffs are still a few weeks away, but now is when the Pandas need to fight for their lives 


Important matchups with Victoria could 
propel field hockey Pandas to postseason 


Alberta has opportunity to move into second place, all but ensure playoff spo 


NICK FROST 
Sports Editor 


With the first half of their regular 
season now officially in the books, 
the Pandas field hockey team will 
look to have a better start to the 
second stretch as they battle the sec- 
ond-place University of Victoria Vikes 
(4-2-0). On the line in this game are 
a crucial six points in the hunt to 
stay alive in the postseason chase—if 
Alberta were to sweep both games, 
they would then move into a tie with 
the Vikes for second place in Canada 
West. 

Though the first six games of the 
year presented a number of things to 
be happy about—most notably, the 
strong efforts put up by some of the 
team’s more experienced players on 
the field, as well as an important vic- 
tory in a match with the Vikes two 
weekends ago—Alberta’s girls are still 
coming into the back stretch feeling 
somewhat deflated. 

“T think we're maybe a little bit 
below expectations, probably more 
due to our consistency in play than 
anything else,” head coach Carla 
Duncan said. “We saw that we were 
inconsistent against Calgary, and it 
cost us, especially in that second game. 
So, I think that was a little bit disap- 
pointing for sure. Generally, we've 
been pretty good, so I’m not unhappy 
with where we're at. Our expectation, 
though, probably would’ve been to be 
at .500 by this time.” 

Coming off of a split with the 


Calgary Dinos, the Pandas will need 
to spend the rest of the week work- 
ing harder than they have all sea- 
son—especially if they hope to walk 
away with a smaller point-differen- 
tial between them and their British 
Columbian opponents. The focus of 
practice over the next couple of days 
is to go back and reflect on their win 
against Victoria two weeks ago to try 
and tap into what brought out the best 
in them during that performance. 


“I think we're maybe 
alittle bit below 
expectations, probably 
more due to our 
consistency in play 
than anything else.” 


CARLA DUNCAN 
PANDAS FIELD HOCKEY HEAD COACH 


“It's a really tough one—in both 
games [against Calgary], there were 
periods there where we played good, 
solid hockey, and controlled the pace 
of the game, and all that kind of stuff?” 
Duncan noted. “Then there were times 
where we had mental breakdowns, 
and I think we sort of expected to 
win instead of actually going out and 
trying to win. And I think that’s where 
this team and this program is right 
now—were good enough to win, 
but we need to learn how to win. It’s 


a mental approach to the game and 
it's 70 minutes of hockey. You're sup- 
posed to be fighting for every inch and 
not backing away.” 

Having already split the Vikes onc 
this season, Alberta knows the chal: 
lenge that Victoria will pose, but sti 
knows that they're a beatable team 
The difference will come in th 
Pandas’ combined ability to disrupt 
the flow of the Vikes’ top attacker, 
and getting their own offensive weap- 
ons into open spaces to create better 
and more frequent chances. 

“We learned a couple of thing, 
and I thought we did a really good 
job in making some adjustments from 
day one to day two—obviously, «aj 
one we lost 5—0, which was a bit 0 
a spanking,” Duncan laughed. “Ont 
of the adjustments that we made ’ 
that we have to take care of a couple 
of key players on their team that do? 
lot of work for them, and we have (0 
make sure that we defend them and 
take them out of the game. We did: 
really good job of that the last time we 
played them, so that's definitely a foc! 
point. 

“And then, secondly, we have 
get our better players released so th 
they’re not being marked by people, 
well as doing a better job of moving 
them around the field to give thet! 
a little more time and space with tht 
ball.” 

Action between the Pandas and tle 
Vikes commences on Saturday 4% 
continues on Sunday, with both gam 
starting at lpm at Foote Field. 


CANADA WEST STATISTICS 


Canada West Women's Field Hockey Schedule 


Women’s Field Hockey Standings 


(as of 2 October, 2008) Saturday, 11 October-Sunday, 12 October 
UBC Thunderbirds @ Victoria Vikes lam 
Team GP WwW LL 7, PF PA PTS 
Alberta Pandas @ Calgary Dinos lpm 

UBC 6 5 ] Oo 16 a 15 
Victoria 6 4 Z 0 14 6 12 Saturday, 18 October-Sunday, 19 October 
Alberta 6 2 4 GO 6 146 Calgary Dinos @ Victoria Vikes lam 
Calgary 6 1 5 O46 273 Alberta Pandas @ UBC Thunderbirds 2pm (Sat), lpm (Sun) 
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FROST 


the men’s and women’s sides 
be U of A cross-country team are 
again off to the races, and have 
bs to feel but confidence going 
003/09 season. After posting 
fong showing in the University 
pgina’s Cougar Trot back in late 
lember—highlighted by five top- 
Fishes between the Golden Bears 
Pandas—head coach Georgette 
His already liking the prospects of 
ther teams can do this year. 

th squads have retained nearly 
their key runners from last year, 
have only become stronger with 


bddition of some new—and some 
faces to the lineup. The women’s 
looks to be a force with the returns 
wlaFindlay, Hayley Degaust-—who 
hed third at the Cougar Trot—and 
captain Danika Medinski. If this 
nt enough, though, the Pandas 
have two familiar faces re-enter- 
he fray: Lindsay Acheson, who 
ed tenth at nationals in 2004, and 
by Hockin. On the Bears side, cap- 
Harry Moore leads a squad that 
Bs returnees Cody Carver and 
1 Hackenbrook, among others. 
ie team looks really good,” Reed 
“We've got a very young team 
the people that have come in 
year are adding to the team right 
. This weekend we get a chance 
verybody run. Last weekend, 
e only had a select group 
tes run, so this weekend is a 
test to see What we call our ‘green 
p—the top group—to see what 
re going to do, and that'll give us 
hdication of who we're going to be 


ing at for nationals.” 

ped’s runners have been hard at 
k training for months now under 
guidelines of a very in-depth 
ing regimen. One of the goals of 
coaching staff this year is to not 


get their athletes whipped into 


prime physical shape, but to get them 
immersed into proper eating habits 
and keep them educated on what kind 
of condition they need to be in. 

“We definitely look at building 
a stronger team overall with smart 
training and education, making sure 
that the athletes are taking responsi- 
bility for their performances and for 
their training,” Reed explained. “So 
we give them as much information 
as possible on nutrition, healthy life- 
styles, eating—all the different things 
they need to be able to make the right 
decisions to be able to train better and 
compete better.” 

This weekend, the teams will travel 
to Saskatoon to take part in the Huskie 
While the competition 
at the upcoming event may boast a 


Invitational. 


condensed version of the talent they 
will have to face in later competitions, 
Reed is still very aware of the kinds of 
challenges that other universities will 
pose throughout the year. 

“The competition is deep—it always 
is, especially with OUA schools,” Reed 
admitted. “They manage to recruit 
people from home, so they're able to 
get some people that we're not able 
to get, and because of that, they’ve 


easoned runners make U of A 
ross-country team legit threat 


FILE PHOTO: TARA STIEGLITZ 


got a lot of depth. But, we've done a 
really good job in terms of developing 
talent here locally. We've had a really 
strong recruiting pool from Scona High 


School and Harry Ainlay, and some of 


the other schools around in St Albert 
and Sherwood Park.” 

Each competition for the team, 
though, is just a stepping stone to get to 
the CIS Championships in November. 
Coach Reed has her sights already 
zeroed in on the biggest meet of the 
year and believes that if her runners 
consistently put up performances like 
the Cougar Trot from now until nation- 
als, there’s no reason her teams can’t 
each get their hands on some medals. 

“We want to be on the podium— 
that’s what we've planned and that's 
what we're gunning for,” Reed said. 

“Especially on the women’s side, 
were looking at a top-three finish. 
The men’s [competition] is deeper, so 
it will be a little bit harder; but for the 
women, we can do it if everybody has 
a good day. It’s a great group of kids, 
and the thing about this group is that 
they're strong academically and athlet- 
ically. They really care a lot about what 
they're doing on and off the field, so 
it’s really nice to see that.” 


t’s Time for Change! 


Claudette Roy, 


Your Liberal Candidate in 
Edmonton-Strathcona ° 


Liberal 


www.liberal.ca 


Learn more about Claudette’s policies at 


generation. 


"Richer, Fairer, Greener," the Liberal 
platform, lays out a progressive, 
inclusive vision to make Canada a 
stronger country for the next 


elaudetic Roy will fight for: 


More student grants and bursaries 
e More valuable grants and bursaries 


e Lower rates for student loans and 
fairer repayment options 


e A34% increase for Canada’s three 
granting councils 


e Restored arts funding 


Clean air and water and habitat 
preservation 


Vote Strategically 


CLAUDETTE ROY 


Visit our campaign office at 7112 101 Ave. 
Call us at 780-490-0722 or e-mail us at office@claudetteroy.ca 


Vote 


Authorized by the Official Agent for Claudette Roy 


www.claudetteroy.ca 


SPORTS 
SHORTS 


Compiled by Matt Pretty 


Bears Football 


The Bears football team (1-4) will play 
their last road game of the season this 
Saturday when they take on the Regina 
Rams (2-2) at Mosaic Stadium. Alberta 
will be playing for their postseason lives, 
as a loss will almost certainly eliminate 
them from the Canada West playoff 
picture. The Rams, meanwhile, are tied 
with Manitoba and UBC, but are hang- 
ing onto the last playoff spot in Canada 
West by virtue of having a higher point 
differential than the Thunderbirds 

The Bears defence—which gave up 
over 660 yards to Saskatchewan last 
week—will need to contain Rams all-star 
quarterback Teale Orban and his second- 
ranked offence 

On the other side of the ball, Alberta 
will need to use a balanced approach 
with tailbacks Tendayi Jozzy and Matt 
Jarvis leading the way against a Rams 
defence that has allowed the least yards 
per game in the conference. Alberta 
must also come out ahead in the turn- 
over and penalty categories to increase 
their chances of breaking their four-game 
road winless streak 

The game kicks off at 
Saturday with an audio webcast available 
at bears.ualberta.ca 


3pm_ this 


Pandas Hockey 
The Pandas hockey squad starts confer- 
ence play on the road this weekend with 
a two-game series in Vancouver against 
the UBC Thunderbirds 

Though Alberta took the six-game 
season series last year 5-1, the T-Birds 
were perhaps the Pandas’ toughest 
opponent. Three of those six games went 
all the way to a shootout, including the 
sole loss—which came here right here 
at Clare Drake Arena—and should give 
Alberta a little extra motivation 

Forward Tarin Podloski returns to the 
Pandas after a one-year absence and will 
spearhead Alberta's attack along with 
last year’s Canada West leading scorer, 
Jenn Newton. Dana Vinge will start in 


goal for the Pandas. 

Faceoff on both Friday and Saturday is 
at 8:30pm, and the UBC campus radio 
station will broadcast the games online 
at www.citr.ca. 


Bears Basketball 


The Bears basketball team will com- 
mence exhibition play this weekend as 
they go up against a team of Golden 
Bears alumni. 

After losing all-star Alex Steele, post 
Richard Bates, and flashy guard Andrew 
Parker to graduation, head coach Don 
Horwood will surely be taking a long 
look at his new recruits. It will be the 
first game in green and gold for five new 
Bears: Kris Raymond, Klaus Figueiredo, 
Tamer Douglas, Sahr Saffra, and Isiah 
Pasquale. 

Tip-off is at 7pm on Saturday night in 
the Main Gym 


Pandas Basketball 


The Pandas basketball team will also 
cross the border into British Columbia for 
a tournament this weekend—they travel 
to Kamloops for the BDO Dunwoody 
Classic at Thompson Rivers University. 
Alberta will play three games against 
Thompson Rivers, UBC, and Laurentian 
The Pandas’ games start at 8pm Friday 
night, 6pm Saturday, and 1lam Sunday 


Pandas Volleyball 


After last weekend's disappointing result 
in Regina, the Pandas volleyball team 
heads to another preseason tourna- 
ment this weekend—the West Coast 
Challenge at UBC 

In around-robin format, the Pandas will 
play four matches in three days against 
each of the BC volleyball schools— 
Thompson Rivers, Trinity Western, UBC, 
and Simon Fraser. 

Game times are Friday at 6:45pm, 
Saturday at lam and 4pm, and Sunday 
at lam 


Shortsgasm 

Managing Editor Conal Pierse is feel- 
ing colourful today, as indicated by his 
turquiose boxer-briefs. However, Deputy 
News Editor Kirsten Goruk upped the 
ante—or would it be upped the pantie?-— 
by matching Conal's turquoise, and rais- 
ing him lime green stripes. 


BiG ROCK 


THURSDAYS 


$3.75 TRAD & GRASSHOPPER PINTS - DJS ON 3 LEVELS 
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Black Dog Me Frechoure 
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VARSITY HAPPENINGS by Bill Benson 


alewayontj 


ID & EGO by Lauren Alston 


You ave now Wotfles 


Why the f ' HYou af religion ts ree Ws ETD 6 L look like = need 
HC an anan ef offert ists or oO nostics. by 02 er Achanging taslica y; many ave op : a parlo : : proof 2 : oe 4 
pPeople w io nle g icitud Oeics to anyone H Fouad they no longer need it, yet Benes they don't | co ie 


or want? 


pthey Feel = end LUT, ae 


SS 


=F YA eS 
ovd be surprised how well T Fit 
in. Those who don't want to ff 7 ; | 
cant see the wings oc hal 0, Spetendeacealatede——aamtcetaneteets / a i\ 


SEXY GEEK by Ross Lockwood 


z ont know. 
‘ cmb ne pale like Battlestar To sae (ou) 

ay something ry my best to Galactica? > fe) 
interesting... understand him... Kind oF car O ° 
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CAMPUS CRIME BEAT ILLUSTRATED by Conal Pierse 


in the early morning hours of 28 September, 
to Lister Hall after receiving a report of a 
hit her head. 


it was determined that she had tried to 
Jump on the back of a male student. 


METALEETO by Ross Vincent 


WE NOW JOIN METALEETOS 
ALTER-EGO, RINGO de CIRCLE 
AT HIS JEWELRY STORE... 


RINGOS 


RINGS, ETC. 
EST. 4:46 


OF COURSE,BUT] [DO YoU HAVE A 
MAY TASK YOU] | GENITAL PIERCING, 
LONE QUESTION |BY ANY CHANCE? 


HELLO SIR, CANY 
I HELP You 
WITH ANYTHING? 


a Wa 
RINGS! AN \ etc. 
| A\ || 7G ZZ 
TE 


AND SO... WELL, UMM... 
GET THE IDEA. 
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CLASSIFIEDS 19 


by Mark Sonnleitner 


..and a reminder to students 
that coitus is prohibited in 
the back of class. The quiz 
Inext week will be worth 10%. 


T will have the top ten stu- 
dents at my table. I enjoy 
eating fresh minds. 


Uh... I mean, I enjoy the 
edification of young minds! 


Your lives are mine you fools! 


www.rentingspaces.ca, the student housing 
registry. Free to search and free for students to 
post roommate listings! 


EMPLOYMENT -PART TIME 


LASSIFIEDS 


place a classified ad, please go 
w.campusclassifieds.ca 


FOR RENT 


g for a place to live? 


Personal care aide required for male quadriplegic. 
Weekend position, 1—3 weekends per month. 
Weekday position, 1 week on, one week off 
(perfect for part-time student) Both positions are 


Check out 


Semi-flexible hours, plenty of time off available 
during the day. No experience required, will 
train. Drivers licence required, own car an asset. 
Contact Mark @ mholitzki@shaw.ca to apply or 
for more information 


Gymnastics, diving & swimming. instructors 
wanted ASAP Fun learning environment for 
children in sport programs at Kinsmen Centre 
offered evenings & Saturday mornings. Superior 


Do...Undo...Redo 


$ 


r= (HIGH SCORES!!! 


@@6 


wages, contact Taunya 780-444-7300 or send 
resume to swimgym@telusplanet.net 

PT Weekend Personal Care Aide needed 
for 25/F Quad, NE area, close to transit 
AM/PM shifts $65/shift or $16.25/hr, Call 
Robin (RAPS) 425-5450 or email resume 
jmh6@shaw.ca 


Great winter part time jobs. Edmonton Ski Club, 
Conveniently close to down town, is looking for: 
ski/snowboard instructors, rental shop personnel, 
customer service representatives, lift operators 
780-465-0852 or send resume to Skiclub@ 
telusplanet.net 


Free shows & get paid! Usher at Myer 


Horowitz Theatre SUB, U of A. Variety 
of shifts available in October. Apply 
elise.armour@su.ualberta.ca 2 

50% off food eaten on shift break! 


solution, tips and computer 
programs at www.sudoku.com 


‘\ 
Short order cook needed at Deweys, N 
Powerplant, U of A. Mon - Fri 10am-4pm. 


jerry.daley@su.ualberta.ca 


50% discount on food purchased at SU 
owned outlets to be eaten on shift break! 
Line cook RATT 9:30am-2pm Mon & 
Wed. Experience an asset, but will train 
maureen.jensen@su.ualberta.ca 


VOLUNTEERS WANTED _ 


Volunteers needed to teach English as a 
Second Language to adult newcomers 
Downtown, classroom teaching, 2-3 hours/ 
wk. Lesson resources provided. Ongoing 
training opportunities. Gain teaching 
experience and meet people fromaroundthe 
world. Contact CCI-LEX at 780-944-0792 or 
lexprogram@cci-lex.ca 


su|do|ku 
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astronowatch 


by Kati Kovacs 


It's been an exciting week for space 
travel! On Sunday, the fourth attempt 
to achieve Earth orbit by SpaceX's 
Falcon 1 launch vehicle succeeded. 
Falcon 1 is the first privately devel- 
oped liquid-fueled rocket to orbit 
the Earth. SpaceX will be helping out 
with missions to the International 
Space Station when NASA‘s space 
shuttle fleet is retired in 2019 

Score another point for China's 
space program: the tiee taiko- 
nauts (what China is calling their 
astronauts) returned to Earth on 
Sunday after a very successful 
mission that included China's first- 
ever space walk. 

On Sunday night, the astrono- 
house's telescope actually got taken 


out for a spin. Our little telescope 
held its own against the city’s light 
pollution, and we even managed to 
get a few pictures. 


AstronoWatch is a weekly feature 
that covers the goings-on in the 
night skies, the galaxy, and some- 
times even Kati’s personal life. Keep 
up with Astronowatch online at 
thegatewayonline.ca/astronowatch or 
check out the FABservatory’s site at 
www.phys.ualberta.ca/observatory 
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BALLS 


ALL NIGHT LONG! 
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